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Judging notes from July 18th, 2021

Seven members entered a total of 18 plants for ol
mont h wiZdstZygkhadlrisa ,ameecond and third in Vanda,
Oncidium, and second in Misc. For a total of 59
Al liance and second in PaphswboplantetabokffRO0sp
Phal aenopsis for a total of 15 points. Barb Swee
12 points. Cathy and Steve Marak’s ome sploamt ptl @
first in Paphs for 10 points. Jack Heflin’”s one |
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—Judging Committee

l1.Lois Geren at 86
2. Paul Bowen at 55
3. Kathy Judy at 32 .
4. Cat hy & Steve Mar (
5, Ar t Evans at 25
6.Barb Sweet at 19
7.Li z Hill brand at
8.Jack Heflin at 5
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News from the AOS
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Webinars-Coming Attractions!
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October 05, 2021 | October 21, 2021 November 09, 2021 | November 17, 2021
When 8:30pm EDT 8:30pm EDT 8:30pm EST 8:30pm EST
Tuesday Thursday Tuesday Wednesday
Greenhouse Chat | Black Orchids Orchid Collection Greenhouse Chat
. (Orchid Q&A) The Lure, The Lust | Tour (Orchid Q&A)
RO Send in your and Licentiousness | The Huntington Send in your
Questions! Botanical Gardens Questions!
Ron McHatton Dr. Leslie Ee, ND Brandon Tam Ron McHatton
P Chief Education Associate Judge, Orchid Collection Chief Education
and Science President of COC Specialist, AOS and Science Officer
Officer Judge

thhep : AIOSvwwe la o s

t FENAOBYohNBKAERD O 8 KISk adSt PID2 Anje mbN
phot oer amidd ,i deolk a@uidedthieoms bl addia
wehtbtlt psi bhvewwl hacelrdoliammemtomooups/ 525

WHAT ARE VHINARS?2n Affiliated Society may use recorded webinars for presentations at their monthly meetings.
With WiF i access, it’'s e asonhectafaudiovis@alpesentatian. Yawncan view feom angvihere
that you have an internet connectioni a Mac, PC or even your mobile devic
and to register on the AOS website. You will find the link here: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx

To viewREGISTRATION is REQUIRER//www.a0s.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
Cannot maketion the scheduled date or time? No need to worry. Register anyhow!
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ALL webinars are recorded and available to view at your leisure. GREENHOUSE CHAT Webinars are indexed by topic
future viewing. Send your Greenhouse Chat questions and photgsdenhousechat@aos.org

October: The Month of Insanitypy Thomas Mirenda
Gearing Up for a Season of Indoor Growing
(from “Orchids” 4Noapd® Octo@er2013Y ol ume 8

Those of you who have the luxury of living in a climate where tropichids can remain outside through the winter

cannot imagine the broviurrowing vexations endured by those of us who have to sequester our orchid collections to
safety before the winter season. Not only is every square inch of windowsill or greenhousespecetalready spoken

for, many orchid nurseries choose this time of year to advertise lower prices and bargains. After all, many of them neec
to pack up for the winter too. | learned long ago that | cannot resist an orchid sale so my windowsills aresheitich

always be filled beyond capacity through the inclement weather.

This is the kind of obsession that many of us share. Some would call it passion, others pathology. However, due to our
fascination with the outrageous diversity displayedha tens of thousands of orchid species and the nearggting array

of spectacular and easy to grow hybrids, we must resign ourselves to slavishly devoting hours of our personal time, an
dedicating vast amounts of space and financial resources to ouctiofis. Are we insane? Well, if so, we are in good
company. Some extremely respectable individuals (not I, of course) are secret orchid growers. You would never know |
if you saw them at work or on the street. They seem normal enough, with respectablersatievoted spouses and
aboveaverage children. But we know that we are living on the edge, seized by an uncontrollable mania that immerses
us in that beautiful and mesmerizing world of orchids. If you have not yet reached capacity, what are youfer&@iting

CLEAN UP YOUR AGiur collection grew well this summer thanks to all the excellent care you gave it after reading
about the plants irOrchids. Those that summered outside received plenty of rainwater, excellent light and air

movement. Many have put on large new pseudobulbs. Cattleyas are forming sheaths, phalaenopsis are hardening their
newest growths and dendrobiums are producing terminal leaves on their long canes, basically finishing their vegetative
growth for the year. Now is thertie to prepare the winter growing space, be it a windowsill, light room or greenhouse.

If you have not already done so, take the time to clear out debris from last year, clean and sterilize the surfaces with a
disinfectant and plan your strategy for gettiafj your orchids safely inside for the winter.

NO HIDDEN PASSENGERB many of your warmegrowing plants, such as vandas and angraecoids, about to come in
for the winter before the first cold snaps, September may be your last chanceetd glour orchids for hitchhiking

critters. Any number of undesirable winter residents may have invaded orchids that are outside. Sucking insects, such
mites, scale or mealybugs, are often decimated by the beneficial insects that live in our yardéied wasy by rains,

but sometimes, small enclaves of these pests survive. Take the time now to look over plants carefully and treat any pe:
accordingly. Even though they may not be visible on the leaves, colonies of ants sometimes invade the portassnters
of orchid mix. These cannot be tolerated and could cause you a lot of grief if allowed in the greenhouse. Once
discovered, the ants must be evicted either by drowning or drenching with an insecticide. It is always a good idea to
repot such plants ifresh medium as the old mix is likely to be seriously broken down or badly acidified by the formic
acid released by ant habitation.

FLOWER POWHBRany hobbyists anticipate the approaching blooming season for many orchids, including cymbidium,
phalaenopsis and dendrobiums, by fertilizing plants less frequently and with a lower concentration. In particular, the usi
of highnitrogen fertilizers this time of year can inhibit blooming by encouraging plants to continue growing foliage. For
orchids that you are expecting to spike in the autumn, switching to a blossom booster fertilizer now can give plants the
extra boost they need to flower extravagantly.

THE LITTLE DEAAHew orchids—deciduous dendrobiums, lycastes, many terrestriitshénaria, Cynorkis) and some
members of the Catasetinae-are showing browstipped or yellowing leaves now. Do not be alarmed. Usually shortly
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after the autumn equinox, as day length starts to shorten, many orchids adjust and slough off leaves in pregaration f
dormancy. Most of these are benefiting from the cooler night temperatures after enduring the summer heat and are
genetically programmed to shut down their metabolisms. Respond by letting these plants dry out and holding back plar
fertilizer. Overwatemg now can lead to rot problems later in the autumn.

JUST ONE MORIHS so tempting to load up on new orchids during those ubiquitous autumn sales. | certainly cannot
preach to anyone about the virtues of restraint when it comes to orchigisttion, so | hereby release you from any

guilt you may be feeling about crowding your collection too much this winter. It may be irresponsible of me to tell you
this, but we are what we are. I bel i erafwriel gle plants froemc t \

orchid nurseries. And have fun

— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is the past chair of the AOS
Conservation Committee. He is an AOS accredited judge in the Hawaii Center (email: biophiliak@gmail.com)
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