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 October News! 

OSO Annual Auction This Sunday 
 
Yes, we’re having the auction! Different month, different location, but 
it’s on. This Sunday, October 17, at Agri Park in Fayetteville. Please 
note that while Agri Park has been known by that name for at least 50 
years, on Google Maps you will need to search for “Agricultural Park, 
Fayetteville, AR”. See the map on page 2.  
 
We will have to scoot the preview down to 1 pm and the auction start 
to 1:30 pm because we have a fixed time slot for the Park and need 
some setup time. We’re planning to run for 2 hours or until we run out 
of plants, whichever comes first.  
 
Please note that parking is along Knapp Street, which borders the park 
on the north, and N. Morrill Street to the east, not on the grass or 
along the road which goes to the pavilion, which must be kept clear. 
Parking is marked in red on the map on page 2.  
 
We have donation plants from OSO members, and some great plants 
from vendors. Please spread the word! We’ll post more details on 
Facebook as we the plants arrive and we see what we have.  
 
The extended weather forecast is perfect – sunny and 70 F – but 
please monitor and dress appropriately. We will be in the pavilion, and 
there is a sheltered area for the plants if it’s windy. 
 

OSO Facebook Group 
 
We have an OSO Group as well as a Page on Facebook. If you join you 
can post pictures of your plants, ask questions, etc. Search Groups for 
“Orchid Society of the Ozarks”, or use this link: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2640406932837737 
 
We still encourage everyone to like the OSO Facebook page too: 
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid -Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921  

 
Please send pictures of your plants, stories about your plants, growing tips, etc. for the Newsletter! 
 

  

 indicates 

parking areas at 

Agri Park on N. 

Garland in 

Fayetteville. 

Auction is Sunday, 

October 17, at 

1:30 pm (preview 

at 1:00 pm). 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921
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Judging notes from July 18th, 2021 

Seven members entered a total of 18 plants for our July judging. Lois Geren’s eight plants took plant of the 
month with Zygo – Zesty Kalla and first, second and third in Vanda, first and second in Cattleya, first in 

Oncidium, and second in Misc. For a total of 59 points. Art Evans’ three plants took first and second in Cattleya 
Alliance and second in Paphs for a total of 20 points. Paul Bowen’s two plants took first in Misc. and second in 

Phalaenopsis for a total of 15 points. Barb Sweet’s two plants took first and third in Phalaenopsis for a total of 

12 points.  Cathy and Steve Marak’s one plant took first in Species for 10 points.  Liz Hillbrand’s one plant took 
first in Paphs for 10 points. Jack Heflin’s one plant took second in Cattleya for 5 points. 

 

!ƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ   
– Judging Committee   

 

Year to date point standings are: 
1. Lois Geren at 86 

2. Paul Bowen at 55 
3. Kathy Judy at 32 

4. Cathy & Steve Marak at 25 
5. Art Evans at 25 

6. Barb Sweet at 19 

7. Liz Hillbrand at 10 
8. Jack Heflin at 5 

  

Wǳƭȅ tƭŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘΣ [ƻƛǎ DŜǊŜƴϥǎ ½ȅƎƻǇŜǘŀƭǳƳ ½Ŝǎǘȅ Yŀƛƭŀ 
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News from the AOS 

We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these AOS Corner items in our newsletter!  Even 
if you’re not an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we 
encourage you to join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital 
archives of more than 350 issues dating back to 1932! Please visit the AOS web site at: http://www.aos.org 
 
You can also find the AOS on Facebook! The !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ hǊŎƘƛŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǇŀƎŜ has nearly 65,000 members. 
Group members post photos and videos of their blooming orchids, ask questions, add comments and share their passion 

for the flowers we all love. In real time too.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/52597049839/  

 

WHAT ARE WEBINARS? An Affiliated Society may use recorded webinars for presentations at their monthly meetings. 
With Wi-Fi access, it’s easy! Webinars are an internet-connected audiovisual presentation. You can view from anywhere 
that you have an internet connection via Mac, PC or even your mobile device. It’s easy to find the scheduled webinars 
and to register on the AOS website. You will find the link here: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 

To view REGISTRATION is REQUIRED: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 
Cannot make it on the scheduled date or time? No need to worry. Register anyhow! 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/yNoX/s/MW/vSr/6TbeQy/6uMtszRdrV/P/P/jx
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/yNoX/3/MN/vSr/6TbeQy/6Q2aGRCvbW/P/P/jx
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/yNoX/W/MN/vSr/6TbeQy/AZN6wfeHv/P/P/jx
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/F9iP/Y/I5/vSr/6iRsvW/zx2Ln3pMeZ/P/P/ju
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/F9iP/e/I5/vSr/6iRsvW/vh0tXBkxRD/P/P/ju
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/Iftb/a/zqx/Uxt/6gJsmt/vOXGHJccK4/P/P/r9
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ALL webinars are recorded and available to view at your leisure. GREENHOUSE CHAT Webinars are indexed by topic for 
future viewing. Send your Greenhouse Chat questions and photos to: greenhousechat@aos.org 

October: The Month of Insanity, by Thomas Mirenda  

Gearing Up for a Season of Indoor Growing 

(from “Orchids” magazine, Volume 84 Number 10, October 2015) 

Those of you who have the luxury of living in a climate where tropical orchids can remain outside through the winter 
cannot imagine the brow-furrowing vexations endured by those of us who have to sequester our orchid collections to 
safety before the winter season. Not only is every square inch of windowsill or greenhouse bench space already spoken 
for, many orchid nurseries choose this time of year to advertise lower prices and bargains. After all, many of them need 
to pack up for the winter too. I learned long ago that I cannot resist an orchid sale so my windowsills and benches will 
always be filled beyond capacity through the inclement weather. 
          
This is the kind of obsession that many of us share. Some would call it passion, others pathology. However, due to our 
fascination with the outrageous diversity displayed in the tens of thousands of orchid species and the never-ending array 
of spectacular and easy to grow hybrids, we must resign ourselves to slavishly devoting hours of our personal time, and 
dedicating vast amounts of space and financial resources to our collections. Are we insane? Well, if so, we are in good 
company. Some extremely respectable individuals (not I, of course) are secret orchid growers. You would never know it 
if you saw them at work or on the street. They seem normal enough, with respectable careers, devoted spouses and 
above-average children. But we know that we are living on the edge, seized by an uncontrollable mania that immerses 
us in that beautiful and mesmerizing world of orchids. If you have not yet reached capacity, what are you waiting for? 
             
CLEAN UP YOUR ACT  Your collection grew well this summer thanks to all the excellent care you gave it after reading 
about the plants in Orchids. Those that summered outside received plenty of rainwater, excellent light and air 
movement. Many have put on large new pseudobulbs. Cattleyas are forming sheaths, phalaenopsis are hardening their 
newest growths and dendrobiums are producing terminal leaves on their long canes, basically finishing their vegetative 
growth for the year. Now is the time to prepare the winter growing space, be it a windowsill, light room or greenhouse. 
If you have not already done so, take the time to clear out debris from last year, clean and sterilize the surfaces with a 
disinfectant and plan your strategy for getting all your orchids safely inside for the winter. 
             
NO HIDDEN PASSENGERS  With many of your warmer-growing plants, such as vandas and angraecoids, about to come in 
for the winter before the first cold snaps, September may be your last chance to check your orchids for hitchhiking 
critters. Any number of undesirable winter residents may have invaded orchids that are outside. Sucking insects, such as 
mites, scale or mealybugs, are often decimated by the beneficial insects that live in our yards or washed away by rains, 
but sometimes, small enclaves of these pests survive. Take the time now to look over plants carefully and treat any pests 
accordingly. Even though they may not be visible on the leaves, colonies of ants sometimes invade the porous interstices 
of orchid mix. These cannot be tolerated and could cause you a lot of grief if allowed in the greenhouse. Once 
discovered, the ants must be evicted either by drowning or drenching with an insecticide. It is always a good idea to 
repot such plants in fresh medium as the old mix is likely to be seriously broken down or badly acidified by the formic 
acid released by ant habitation. 
             
FLOWER POWER  Many hobbyists anticipate the approaching blooming season for many orchids, including cymbidium, 
phalaenopsis and dendrobiums, by fertilizing plants less frequently and with a lower concentration. In particular, the use 
of high-nitrogen fertilizers this time of year can inhibit blooming by encouraging plants to continue growing foliage. For 
orchids that you are expecting to spike in the autumn, switching to a blossom booster fertilizer now can give plants the 
extra boost they need to flower extravagantly. 
       
THE LITTLE DEATH  A few orchids — deciduous dendrobiums, lycastes, many terrestrials (Habenaria, Cynorkis) and some 
members of the Catasetinae — are showing brown-tipped or yellowing leaves now. Do not be alarmed. Usually shortly 

mailto:greenhousechat@aos.org
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after the autumn equinox, as day length starts to shorten, many orchids adjust and slough off leaves in preparation for 
dormancy. Most of these are benefiting from the cooler night temperatures after enduring the summer heat and are 
genetically programmed to shut down their metabolisms. Respond by letting these plants dry out and holding back plant 
fertilizer. Overwatering now can lead to rot problems later in the autumn.  
 
JUST ONE MORE  It is so tempting to load up on new orchids during those ubiquitous autumn sales. I certainly cannot 
preach to anyone about the virtues of restraint when it comes to orchid acquisition, so I hereby release you from any 
guilt you may be feeling about crowding your collection too much this winter. It may be irresponsible of me to tell you 
this, but we are what we are. I believe the correct word is “enthusiasts.” So go for it. Order a few new sale plants from 
orchid nurseries. And have fun. 
 
— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is the past chair of the AOS 
Conservation Committee. He is an AOS accredited judge in the Hawaii Center (email: biophiliak@gmail.com) 
 

 
  

mailto:biophiliak@gmail.com
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Pictures from the July meeting é 



October 2021 Overtures – The Newsletter of the Orchid Society of the Ozarks 8 

More pictures from the July meeting é 
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS 

President: Trudy Pickett 

butchandtrudy@cox.net 

 
Visit www.oso-web.org  
and click the “Join” link 

Dues $10 individual, $15 joint 
 

Editor: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 

Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

479-286-6603 

 

A non-profit, educational 

organization stimulating interest in 

orchids and their culture. 

On the web at: 
www.oso-web.org 

Webmaster: Bruce Brown 

webmaster@oso-web.org 

On Facebook: 

 

@ 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/

Orchid-Society-of-the-
Ozarks/166606350108921 

 
Like us, post your pictures or 
comments, join the community! 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ hǊŎƘƛŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ 5ƛƭƭƻƴ-tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ 9ǎǎŀȅ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ ς 
/ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ мллǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƛƴ нлнм 

The Dillon-Peterson Essay Contest is asking for in-depth articles relating 
to significant people, events, programs, technology changes, or even 
plants that have helped shape the direction of the AOS or are likely to in 
the future. IDEAS - Was there someone special in the AOS who 
mentored and inspired you and others? Did an AOS award that you 
received plant the seed resulting in you becoming involved in judging? 
Could you tie that into how the judging program has helped shape the 
AOS and Affiliated Societies? Perhaps there are technological 
advancements that have evolved, or the AOS has adopted, that will 
change the AOS and your enjoyment of orchids. Share why the AOS has 
had, and will have, an enormous influence over the lifetime of orchid 
enthusiasts. 
 
/hb¢9{¢ w¦[9{ 

¶ The essay must be an original, unpublished article. 

¶ The contest is open to all persons except employees of the 
American Orchid Society and their immediate families. 

¶ Submissions must be no more than 5,000 words. 

¶ Manuscripts must be submitted in English and should be 
submitted electronically as MS Word or compatible file. 

¶ Submissions will be judged without knowledge of the identity of 
the author. The decision of the judges is final. If no entries meet 
the expected criteria of excellence, the award will be withheld. 

¶ Artwork is not necessary for entering this competition. 

The winner receives a cash prize and a certificate suitable for framing.  
5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ олΣ нлнм 
https://www.aos.org/about-us/article-submissions/essay-contest-
winners.aspx 
{ǳōƳƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƭƭƻƴκtŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 9ǎǎŀȅ tǊƛȊŜΥ 
Ron McHatton - American Orchid Society at Fairchild Tropical Botanic 
Garden 
PO Box 565477, Miami, FL 33256 
Email: rmchatton@aos.org 
Nonwinning entries will also be considered for publication by the editor 
of Orchids and may be used in Orchids or other AOS publications with 
the written permission of the author. 
 

 

OSO Editor’s note: Our Society has had two Dillon-Peterson Essay 
winners – we want you to be the next one! 
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