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July Notes

July 2022

July meeting is July 17
Our July meeting will be this coming Sunday, July 17. It will be in our
usual venue, the Student Center at NWTI in Springdale. Our speaker
will be Rob Halgren, of Littlefrog Farm. Rob is an accredited AOS judge,
and will speak on “what’s wrong with my leaf?” – a question every
orchid grower has asked, and gets asked on a regular basis.

Stimulating interest in
Orchids and their culture as
a nonprofit, educational
organization …
The Orchid Society of the Ozarks meets
the 3rd Sunday of each month. Annual
dues are $10.00 for individuals and
$15.00 for joint membership.

Please remember that we’ve decided not to do full meals at the
meetings. Finger food snacks – cookies, brownies, etc. are fine, but we
won’t have any of our usual hospitality supplies. There are vending
machines with beverages at NWTI, or you can bring any beverage you
want for yourself (within limits, of course!).
We’re still reducing the inventory of the OSO Library, so we’ll have a
few books in a small silent auction.

OSO Facebook Group
OSO has both a Facebook Group, and a Page. If you join the group you
can post pictures of your plants, ask questions, etc. Search Groups for
“Orchid Society of the Ozarks”, or use this link:

President: Cathy Marak
cmarak999@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2640406932837737

Vice-president: Tim Kral
tkral@uark.edu

We still encourage everyone to like the OSO Facebook page too:

Treasurer: Lois Geren

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-theOzarks/166606350108921

lgeren@uark.edu
Editor: Steve Marak
samarak@gizmoworks.com
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Please send pictures of your plants, stories about your plants, growing
tips, etc. for the Newsletter!
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Four members entered a total of 22 plants for our June judging. Paul Bowen brought four plants for a first in
miniatures, he also took a first in vandas and Phalaenopsis and a third in oncidiums for a total of 32 points.
The Maraks brought a total of 4 plants and received a second and third in species for a total of 7 points. Kathy
Judy’s 10 plants took first , second, and third in Phaphs, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd in species, 2nd in vandas, and 2nd in
miniatures for a total of 39 points. Lois Geren entered 4 plants and received a first in species, Phrags, cattleyas
and Oncidiums, and Plant of the month for her Oncidium Melissa Brianne ‘Dark’ for a total of 55 points.
All members are encouraged to bring their blooming plants for display and judging at our regular meetings.
Special thanks to those who “volunteer” to participate in judging the plants each month and to the 15
members that entered a total of 122 plants in our judging at the 2 meetings held in 2020 and 3 meetings
held in 2021.

Total Points and standing to date are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Kathy Judy—18 plants at 96 points
Paul Bowen—19 plants at 89 points
Lois Geren – 9 plants at 80 points
Steve and Cathy—16 plants at 61
points

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Laura Wilkins – 8 plants at 49 points
Barb Sweet – 14 plants at 46 points
Tim Kral—6 plants at 15 points
Susie Miller – 2 plants at 2 points
Trudy Pickett—1 plant at 2 points

– Judging Committee

July 16, 2022
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, 10:30 am, Beech Science Center, 100 College St.,
Winfield, KS
July 23, 2022
Central Iowa Orchid Society Speaker’s Day, Johnston Lions Club Community Center, 6401 Merle Hay
Road, Johnston, IA
August 13, 2022
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, noon, Missouri Botanical Garden, Commerce Bank
Center for Science Education, 4651 Shaw Blvd., St. Louis, MO
August 20, 2022
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, 10:30 am, Beech Science Center, 100 College St.,
Winfield, KS
August 27-28, 2022
Ohio Valley Orchid Fest & Mid-America Orchid Congress fall meeting , Emmanuel Lutheran Church,
4865 Wilmington Pike, Dayton, OH
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Editor’s note: We encourage our members to tell us, and show us, what their favorite orchids are. You can’t
write too much or too little, and it’s perfectly OK if your favorite orchid is always the one that’s blooming right
now. We’d love to hear about it! Thanks to Trudy Pickett for this month’s favorite.
“Pda. Kyra Green ‘Minghus’ (V. Lamennea x Pda. Mimi Palmer) was a favorite from the first bloom. The 3 ½ inch
flowers have heavy substance, are long lasting and have gray blue spotting. The fragrance smells like bubble
gum! I got this from R. F. Orchids last year.” – Trudy Pickett

We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these AOS Corner items in our newsletter! Even
if you’re not an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we
encourage you to join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital
archives of more than 350 issues dating back to 1932! Please visit the AOS web site at: http://www.aos.org
You can also find the AOS on Facebook! The American Orchid Society Facebook group page has nearly 65,000 members.
Group members post photos and videos of their blooming orchids, ask questions, add comments and share their passion
for the flowers we all love. In real time too. https://www.facebook.com/groups/52597049839/
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Webinars offer new material each month and recorded sessions allow you to search a multitude of topics to
view on your personal schedule. The popular monthly Greenhouse Chats are open to everyone. AOS
membership is not required. However, if you are an AOS member there are so many more webinars available
to view.
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Cannot make it on the scheduled date or time? No need to worry. Register anyhow!
ALL webinars are recorded and available to view at your leisure.

The Importance of Fresh Air
By Sue Bottoms
Reprinted from “Orchids” magazine, July 2015, Vol. 84 No 7
The importance of fresh air to orchids is possibly the least appreciated aspect of growing orchids. All the orchid books
tell you to ensure there is air movement around your orchids. For years I kept adding fans to my growing area thinking I
was satisfying this basic requirement. But orchids do not want recirculated stale air, they want to be bathed in fresh air,
particularly the wafting breezes they get when they are outdoors.
The first time Ruben Sauleda of Ruben in Orchids talked to our orchid club, we talked about how I could Improve my
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orchid growing. At that time, we had the traditional greenhouse with a wet wall at one end, exhaust fans at the opposite
end and polypropylene covering all the other surfaces. Ruben took one look at the greenhouse and said rip out the
water wall and replace the side wall with stucco metal lath, keep the vents open at either end of the greenhouse and
open the top vent. This allowed free movement of air throughout the greenhouse during the growing season. A
retractable curtain closes off the stucco metal lath during cold weather, but otherwise the plants are always bathed in
fresh air. That was the year the greenhouse exploded with new growth and an incredible display of blooms.
I struggled trying to grow vandas in the hoop house covered with greenhouse film with doors at either end. When Rafael
Romero of Plantio La Orquidea looked at our growing set up, he told us to rip out the film on the side wall and replace it
with stucco metal lath and a retractable curtain. Voilà, the vandas bloomed freely and the incidence of leaf spotting and
rots was greatly diminished. During the summer growing season, the vandas are now all moved out into summer shade
structures that allow free air onall four sides. The vandas grow like weeds in the fresh breezes.
This demand for fresh air makes sense if you think about how many orchids evolved from understory terrestrials to
epiphytes. Many types of orchids left the forest floor to grow high in the canopy on the trunks or branches of tall forest
trees where more light was available and where winds were stronger than on the ground.
Wafting breezes offer many benefits to your orchids:
•
•
•
•

Fresh moving air improves gas exchange through leaf pores and around the rhizomes and roots, a process that is
required for the plant’s metabolic processes.
Fresh moving air cools the leaves during warm weather when high light and high temperatures could otherwise
cause the plant to overheat and restrict its metabolic processes, and possibly result in leaf sunburn.
Fresh moving air helps distribute warm and cold air so extremes in air temperature will not harm the vegetation.
Fresh moving air helps dry excess moisture from the leaves so bacteria and fungi will not proliferate.

Of course, air movement and humidity must be in balance. in a low-humidity environment, excess air movement will
cause more evaporation and possibly result in dehydration. in a high-humidity environment, air movement is a must to
prevent orchid disease problems.
During the cooler months, your orchids are probably in their winter homes inside. You can group your plants on
humidity trays filled with pebbles to hold extra water after watering and provide some humidity around the plants. a fan
blowing a gentle breeze around your plants is good. When the temperature is right, you can open a window by your
plants and let them get a taste of the fresh air they crave.
When warm weather returns, try to find a location outdoors where your orchids can get loads of fresh air. a screened
porch is great, particularly for phalaenopsis that want shadier conditions and a covered roof where water won’t
accumulate in the crown of the plant causing rot. Hanging your orchids under a tree where they’ll receive dappled light
and fresh breezes 24 hours a day will result in an incredible summer growth surge, particularly if you ramp up your
watering and fertilizing schedules to match the increased plant vigor.
Proper air movement is just as important to your orchid as providing the proper amount of water and light to your plant.
It is also the least appreciated aspect of orchid growing. If you struggle with fungal and bacterial problems on your
plants, you can apply chemicals to treat the symptoms. However, in many instances, proper air movement would have
prevented the problem from arising in the first place.
— Sue Bottom started growing orchids in Houston in the mid-1990s after her husband Terry built her first greenhouse.
They settled into St. Augustine, Florida, Sue with her orchids and Terry with his camera and are active in the St.
Augustine Orchid Society, maintaining the society’s website and publishing its monthly newsletter. Sue is also a member
of the AOS Editorial Board (sbottom15@hotmail.com).
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July 17, 2022, 1:30 pm - our usual meeting place at NTI (709 S. Old
Missouri Rd., Springdale). Program – Rob Halgren, Littlefrog Farms
August 21, 2022, 1:30 pm - our usual meeting place at NTI (709 S. Old
Missouri Rd., Springdale). Program – Alan Koch, Gold Country Orchids
September 18, 1:00 pm – our annual auction!

ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS
President: Cathy Marak
cmarak999@gmail.com
Visit www.oso-web.org
and click the “Join” link
Dues $10 individual, $15 joint
Editor: Steve Marak
3460 Roma Dr
Springdale, AR 72762
samarak@gizmoworks.com

Whew! I hope you have all found ways to keep your orchids (and
yourself) cool. We’re having Rob Halgren speak this Sunday. He is an
American Orchid Society judge, has degrees in cancer biology and
biochemistry and has been growing orchids since college. He will speak
about “What’s wrong with my leaf.” He’ll also have plants for sale.
See you Sunday,
Cathy

A non-profit, educational
organization stimulating interest in
orchids and their culture.
On the web at:
www.oso-web.org
Webmaster: Bruce Brown
webmaster@oso-web.org
On Facebook:

@
http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Orchid-Society-of-theOzarks/166606350108921
Like us, post your pictures or
comments, join the community!
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