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July News!

Volume XXVI Issue 7
July 2021

July 18th Meeting in person at NTI!

Stimulating interest in
Orchids and their culture as
a nonprofit, educational
organization …
The Orchid Society of the Ozarks meets
the 3rd Sunday of each month. Annual
dues are $10.00 for individuals and
$15.00 for joint membership.

President: Trudy Picket
butchandtrudy@cox.net
Vice-president: Laura Wilkins
l4wilkins@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: Lois Geren
lgeren@uark.edu
Editor: Steve Marak
samarak@gizmoworks.com

July 2021

We are having an in-person meeting again this month, things having
gone pretty well last month. It’s in a different location at NTI (see
details below), but it’s on our usual meeting day (3rd Sunday) and the
usual time (1:30 pm). We’re not having refreshments so please bring
any snacks or drinks you’d like for yourself. We will do plant judging, so
bring those blooming plants! It’s taking a while to get programs going
again, with the Delta covid variant surging, so bear with us on that
please.
Please note the location change! The NTI student center (on the south
side of the campus, just off Ford Ave) is closed for some work, so we
will be meeting in a different building on the opposite (north) side of
the campus.
There is picture on the next page, showing the old location highlighted
in yellow, and the new location highlighted in red. Turn in from Old
Missouri Road, turn left (north), and basically go as far as you can
because the parking is on the north side of the building.

OSO Facebook Group
We have an OSO Group as well as a Page on Facebook. If you join you
can post pictures of your plants, ask questions, etc. Search Groups for
“Orchid Society of the Ozarks”, or use this link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2640406932837737
We still encourage everyone to like the OSO Facebook page too:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-theOzarks/166606350108921
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Please send pictures of your plants, stories about your plants, growing tips, etc. for the Newsletter!

This (
) is our
NEW meeting
location at NTI.
Note the parking is
on the north side
of the building.

This (
) is our
OLD meeting
location, the
Student Center!
Don’t go here! It’s
only marked so you
can see where the
new location is
relative to the old.
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Editor’s note: we’re pleased to have judging results to present this month! Thanks to Paul Bowen for collecting
the results and writing up the report.

Judging notes from June 13, 2021
For our first in-person meeting in our new location at NTI Judging was performed by the entire membership
present, and an effort was made to identify some of the desirable characteristics of each plant class used in
AOS judging, in addition ribbon winners were asked to expound on how they care for the awarded plants.
Seven members entered a total of 25 plants for our June judging. Kathy Judy’s six plants took Plant of the
month with Paph. Topper II x Rothschidianum and first, second and third in Paphs. For a total of 32 points.
Paul Bowen’s six plants took Firsts in Small Cattleya, Miscellaneous and Phalaenopsis and Seconds in Vanda,
and species for a total of 40 points. Lois Geren’s four plants took Firsts in Oncidium and Vanda and Second in
Oncidium and Third in Vanda for a total of 27 points. Cathy and Steve Marak’s three plants took First and Third
in Species for a total of 12 points. Barb Sweet’s three plants took Second in Oncidium and third in
Phalaenopsis for a total of 7 points. Art Evans two plants took Second in Phalaenopsis for 5 points.
All members are encouraged to bring their blooming plants for display and judging at our regular meetings.
– Judging Committee

Year to date point standings are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Paul Bowen at 40
Kathy Judy at 32
Lois Geren at 27
Cathy & Steve Marak at 15
Barb Sweet at 7
Art Evans at 5
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News from the AOS
We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these AOS Corner items in our newsletter! Even
if you’re not an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we
encourage you to join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital
archives of more than 350 issues dating back to 1932! Please visit the AOS web site at: http://www.aos.org
You can also find the AOS on Facebook! The American Orchid Society Facebook group page has nearly 65,000 members.
Group members post photos and videos of their blooming orchids, ask questions, add comments and share their passion
for the flowers we all love. In real time too. https://www.facebook.com/groups/52597049839/

WHAT ARE WEBINARS? An Affiliated Society may use recorded webinars for presentations at their monthly meetings.
With Wi-Fi access, it’s easy! Webinars are an internet-connected audiovisual presentation. You can view from anywhere
that you have an internet connection via Mac, PC or even your mobile device. It’s easy to find the scheduled webinars
and to register on the AOS website. You will find the link here: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
To view REGISTRATION is REQUIRED: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
Cannot make it on the scheduled date or time? No need to worry. Register anyhow!
ALL webinars are recorded and available to view at your leisure. GREENHOUSE CHAT Webinars are indexed by topic for
future viewing. Send your Greenhouse Chat questions and photos to: greenhousechat@aos.org
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June: The Month of Transformation by Thomas Mirenda
(from “Orchids” magazine, Volume 83 Number 7, July 2014)
First impressions, while super-important for events such as job interviews, party mixers and speed dating, rarely tell the
full story, as anyone who has ever followed up on a speed date will tell you. We humans are complicated creatures
formulated through a strange, alchemic mixture of ingredients: where we grew up or went to school, who nurtured us,
who tortured us, who loved us, etc. Not to mention the mind-boggling genetic component of our natures. We are such
complex organisms that to fully understand and appreciate each other is a truly monumental task. We simply cannot do
it all. On the regrettably rare occasions I do reach out and connect with new friends, I am invariably amazed at their
stories and inner beauty. We are all who we are for real reasons and understanding what motivates others requires real
time and effort.
Understanding your orchids is not different. Whether species or hybrid, to delve into the back-story of your individual
orchids is the key to success with them. In the same way that a friendship is nurtured by conversations and storytelling
about the past, orchids have a history and a context that, once uncovered, fully explains their needs and natures. July is
a month laden with historical events. It is also a month many of us travel or go on vacations. Take this month as an
opportunity to reflect and learn. Cultivate some new friends, and learn exactly what your orchids need. If you can do the
former, the latter is actually much easier.
GRILLING One great way to make friends is to throw a summer barbecue. People will rarely turn down a fantastic feast.
Most orchids will be outside as well enjoying the humid, tropical weather. A dappled area under a tree or lath area is an
ideal spot to summer your orchids, and feeding your orchids is most appreciated this time of year. While I hesitate to
recommend a particular fertilizer regimen, formula or brand, I encourage you to ask among your orchid friends (while
they are eating that burger you just grilled for them) what works best for them. Plying them with some beer or wine can
also be helpful in finding out their orchid cultivation secrets.
COOL IN THE POOL On a hot summer’s day, is there anything better than plunging into the cool water? While certain
warm-growing orchids, such as myrmecophilas, encyclias, trichocentrums, brassavolas, standard hard-cane dendrobiums
and most vandas thrive in the torrid weather, most orchids from more montane habitats prefer cooler conditions.
Wetting them down during the heat of the day will often keep the plant’s metabolism working well, which in turn will
keep your orchids growing despite the summer heat. Beware of waterlogging orchids with excessive mistings though.
LET US MOVE! BUT GENTLY Whether your orchids are inside or out, a little air movement mimicking the mountain
breezes of their natural habitats can be really beneficial. Sweltering, still air combined with direct sunlight on an orchid
leaf will almost always result in overheating and sunburn. Even orchids that crave the heat and sun, such as
dendrobiums, really benefit from air movement this month. Just like water, light levels and food, air movement must be
given in moderation. If the movement is too strong and relentless, orchids may have trouble respiring. Gentle air
caressing your orchids is always a good idea.
RELATIONSHIPS All of this summer socializing, while fun and exciting, actually serves a larger purpose. Engaging in the
social aspect of orchids — the plant societies, the shows, the auctions, supporting orchid businesses, etc. — broadens
our knowledge and capabilities. The complexity of the orchid world is pretty incredible. No one can really know it all. But
because of this, it is also wildly fulfilling. New orchid species are discovered virtually every day, and thousands of lovely,
novel and rewarding hybrids are created frequently by professional breeders and enthusiasts around the world. The
backstory of orchids is endlessly fascinating, and once you look past the awesome first impressions they make, a
profound, deeper bond will invariably form between you and your orchids.

— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is the past chair of the AOS
Conservation Committee. He is an AOS accredited judge in the Hawaii Center (email: biophiliak@gmail.com).
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Pictures from the June meeting …
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More pictures from the June meeting …
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American Orchid Society’s Dillon-Peterson Essay Contest –
Commemorating our Society’s 100th Anniversary in 2021

ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS
President: Trudy Pickett
butchandtrudy@cox.net
Visit www.oso-web.org
and click the “Join” link
Dues $10 individual, $15 joint
Editor: Steve Marak
3460 Roma Dr
Springdale, AR 72762
samarak@gizmoworks.com
479-286-6603

A non-profit, educational
organization stimulating interest in
orchids and their culture.
On the web at:
www.oso-web.org
Webmaster: Bruce Brown
webmaster@oso-web.org
On Facebook:

@
http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Orchid-Society-of-theOzarks/166606350108921
Like us, post your pictures or
comments, join the community!
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The Dillon-Peterson Essay Contest is asking for in-depth articles relating
to significant people, events, programs, technology changes, or even
plants that have helped shape the direction of the AOS or are likely to in
the future. IDEAS - Was there someone special in the AOS who
mentored and inspired you and others? Did an AOS award that you
received plant the seed resulting in you becoming involved in judging?
Could you tie that into how the judging program has helped shape the
AOS and Affiliated Societies? Perhaps there are technological
advancements that have evolved, or the AOS has adopted, that will
change the AOS and your enjoyment of orchids. Share why the AOS has
had, and will have, an enormous influence over the lifetime of orchid
enthusiasts.
CONTEST RULES
• The essay must be an original, unpublished article.
• The contest is open to all persons except employees of the
American Orchid Society and their immediate families.
• Submissions must be no more than 5,000 words.
• Manuscripts must be submitted in English and should be
submitted electronically as MS Word or compatible file.
• Submissions will be judged without knowledge of the identity of
the author. The decision of the judges is final. If no entries meet
the expected criteria of excellence, the award will be withheld.
• Artwork is not necessary for entering this competition.
The winner receives a cash prize and a certificate suitable for framing.
Deadline for submission is November 30, 2021
https://www.aos.org/about-us/article-submissions/essay-contestwinners.aspx
Submit all entries to the Dillon/Peterson Memorial Essay Prize:
Ron McHatton - American Orchid Society at Fairchild Tropical Botanic
Garden
PO Box 565477, Miami, FL 33256
Email: rmchatton@aos.org
Nonwinning entries will also be considered for publication by the editor
of Orchids and may be used in Orchids or other AOS publications with
the written permission of the author.

OSO Editor’s note: Our Society has had two Dillon-Peterson Essay
winners – we want you to be the next one!
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