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December Notes 
 

Christmas Party is December 7th@ noon 
 
Our Christmas Party is this coming Sunday, December 7th, and please 
note that it starts at noon, which is 90 minutes earlier than our regular 
meetings.  
 
As always, it’s a potluck. If you missed the signup sheets at the 
November meeting but would still like to bring a dish, please check 
with Vicki Knight or Barbara Sweet.  
 
Also as always, there will be a game of Orchid Dirty Santa for those 
who wish to play. This is like the usual Dirty Santa – everyone who 
wants to play brings a WRAPPED present to add to the pile, and the 
presents may be normal, funny, snarky, etc. (nothing dangerous or just 
plain mean, please!) – but as we’re an orchid society ideally they 
would have some connection, however tenuous, to orchids. If you 
don’t want to play, that’s fine, and you’re still allowed to laugh at 
everyone who does.  
 
There will not be monthly judging. There will be a very short, we hope, 
business meeting with a single item, the election of officers for 2026. 
All other business is deferred until January. The monthly judging totals 
for 2025 will be announced, and the winners will receive their prizes. 

 
2026 Show Season 

 

The next show in our area will be ours! March 6-8, 2026. Until then, 
we encourage you to check the AOS calendar if you’re traveling to see 
what shows might be going on wherever you’re visiting.  

The AOS online calendar may be found here:  

https://www.aos.org/community-events/events-calendar 
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[Editor’s note: to not pre-announce the 2025 monthly judging winners, this is a repeat of October’s results. 

November’s results, and the winners, will be in the January newsletter.] 

 

This month 8 members entered a total of 40  quality plants for our October judging!  Thank you for making our 

program a success.  We’re all here for the orchids.  Seeing lots of unique orchids in bloom is a big thrill for our 

attending members. 

 

This month Russ and Jim received a second in Large and Small Catts and dendrobiums as well as thirds in 

vanda and Misc.  Nick Bukus received first and third in small cats and Lois too a second in Vandas.  Art Evans 

scored a first and third in Large Catts a third in Dendrobiums, a first in Paphs, Species, and Phals.  Laura Wilkins 

received a first in Dendrobiums and Vandas, a second and third in Oncidiums, and a second in Misc. Barbara 

Sweet took first in Misc.  Paul Bowen took first in Oncidiums, first and third in Species and Plant Of The Month 

for his Psychopsis Mendenhall. 

 

Congratulations to all! 

 
Total Points and standing for 2025 are: 

1. Paul Bowen—42 plants at 263 points  

2. Russ and Jim---46 plants at 259 points  

3.  Dean Harrison—43 plants at 189 points 

4.  Lois Geren—14 plants at 106 points 

5.  Brady Quick--27 plants at 105 points 

6.  Art Evans—15 plants at 61 points  

7.  Tim Kral--9 plants at 52 points 

8.   Laura Wilkins – 13 plants at 46 points 

9.   Diana Danforth—6 plants at 42 points 

10.  Cathy Judy—12 plants at 39 points 

11.  Nick Burksas—7 plants at 34 points 

12.  Barbara Sweet---6 plants at 32 points        

13.  Steve Marak—5 plants at 25 points       

14.  Susie Miller—4 plants at 25 points             

15.  Morgan Russell—3 plants at 15 points  

16.  Cheryl Nash—7 plants at 11 points 

17.  Bennett Whitley –1 plant at 5 points 

18.  Barbara Sweet—2 plants at 5 points 

19.  Anne and Stephan Voorhies—5 plants at 5 points 

 

All members are encouraged to bring their blooming plants for display and judging at our regular meetings. 

Special thanks to those who “volunteer” to participate in judging the plants each month.  We love to see 

your bloomers!  
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Remember, if you have a plant you feel might be worthy of an AOS award, but there are no nearby upcoming 
shows, don’t let it just bloom and fade unseen! You can always send the plant – or a cut flower or 
inflorescence – to the monthly judgings at the judging centers listed below. We also list virtual events. 
 
November 15, 2025 

Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, 10:30 am, Beech Science Center, 100 College St., 
Winfield, KS 

December 13, 2025 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, noon, Missouri Botanical Garden, Commerce Bank 
Center for Science Education, 4651 Shaw Blvd., St. Louis, MO 

December 20, 2025 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, 10:30 am, Beech Science Center, 100 College St., 
Winfield, KS 

January 10, 2026 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, noon, Missouri Botanical Garden, Commerce Bank 
Center for Science Education, 4651 Shaw Blvd., St. Louis, MO 

January 17, 2026 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, 10:30 am, Beech Science Center, 100 College St., 
Winfield, KS 

January 31, 2026 
St. Louis Orchid Society Show, noon, Missouri Botanical Garden, 4344 Shaw Blvd., St. Louis, MO 

February 21, 2026 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, 10:30 am, Beech Science Center, 100 College St., 
Winfield, KS 
 
 

We move a few meetings from our normal 3rd Sunday of the month to avoid conflicts such as holidays, regional 
shows, etc. We may also rarely need to shift a meeting to accommodate a speaker.  
 
January 18 
February 15 
March no meeting (show) 
April 19 
May 31 
June 28 

July 19 
August 16 
September 20 (auction) 
October 18 
November 15 
December TBD (Christmas party) 
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS 

PO Box 2142 

Lowell, AR 72745-2142 

 

President: Tim Kral 

tkral@uark.edu 

 
Visit www.oso-web.org  
and click the “Join” link 

Dues $10 individual, $15 joint 
 

Editor: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 

Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

 

 

A non-profit, educational 

organization stimulating interest in 

orchids and their culture. 

www.oso-web.org 
Webmaster: Bruce Brown 

webmaster@oso-web.org 

On Facebook: 

 

@ 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/

Orchid-Society-of-the-
Ozarks/166606350108921 

 
Like us, post your pictures or 

comments, join the community! 

What’s Ahead … 

December 7 – NWTI @ noon – Christmas Party! 
 
January 18 – NWTI @ 1:30 – TBD 
 
February 15 – NWTI @ 1:30 – Show planning meeting 
 

 
Happy Holidays to One and All! 
 
Tim 

 

 
 
 

Cattleya percivaliana, one of the "Christmas orchids" 
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