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August News!

August 2020

Upcoming Programs
The COVID-19 pandemic is ongoing, and currently there are no
planned in-person OSO activities. Stay tuned, your Board is looking
into options and we’ll keep you informed.

New OSO Facebook Group
Stimulating interest in
Orchids and their culture as
a nonprofit, educational
organization …
The Orchid Society of the Ozarks meets
the 3rd Sunday of each month. Annual
dues are $10.00 for individuals and
$15.00 for joint membership.

President: Trudy Picket
butchandtrudy@cox.net

We’ve added an OSO Group on Facebook along with the OSO page we
already had. If you liked the page, we encourage you to join the group
– it will be easier for you to post pictures of your plant, questions, etc.
there. Search Groups for “Orchid Society of the Ozarks”, or use this
link:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2640406932837737
We still encourage everyone to like the OSO Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-theOzarks/166606350108921
Please send pictures of your plants, stories about your plants, tips
you’ve learned about growing your plants, and so on, for the
Newsletter!

Vice-president: Laura Wilkins
l4wilkins@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: Lois Geren
lgeren@uark.edu
Editor: Steve Marak
samarak@gizmoworks.com
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A Confusion of Stenoglottis
Stenoglottis is a small genus of 8 species, mostly from eastern and
southern Africa. A few are epiphytes, but most are terrestrial, fairly
small, and odd - just the kind of thing I like to grow. Even better,
Stenoglottis fimbriata, the most common species, has beautiful leaves,
something else I love.
The problem is finding them. Even S. fimbriata may require some
searching. I obtained S. woodii from Marilyn LeDoux at Windy Hill
Gardens and haven’t seen it elsewhere. S. longifolia is the third species
that seems to show up for sale occasionally, and it appears in some of
the hybrids, but I haven’t managed to find it myself.

The foliage of Stenoglottis fimbriata

Although there are only 8 species, there are no less than 34 (or maybe just 30 – see
below) hybrid Stenoglottis listed in OrchidWiz! But there’s a not a lot of genetic
variety – of those, 21 (or maybe just 17) are just different percentages of S. fimbriata
and S. longifolia.
Six of the remaining hybrids are various combinations of the
three species S. fimbriata, S. longifolia, and S. woodii. Only five
hybrids involve any of the other Stenoglottis species.
The hairs get split pretty finely – “Orion” is 51.6% S. fimbriata,
48.4% S. longifolia. If you don’t like those numbers, you can go
for 53.1/46.9 (“Mars”), 54.7/45.3 (“Majestic”), 56.3/43.8
(“Saturn”), 57/43 (“Kirstenbosch”), 58.6/41.4 (“Duckitt
Amethyst”), 59.4/40.6 (“Titan”), or 60.9/39.1 (“Taurus”), all
within 10% of the same species composition. Based on the
pictures I’ve seen, I couldn’t tell any of them apart.
Even before the flowers

To make it worse, there are multiple hybrids which have exactly open, the infloresence
the same species composition: “Collet Dodkins” and “Majestic” of Stenoglottis
fimbriata is attractive
are both 54.7% S. fimbriata and 45.3% S. longifolia. “Jupiter”,
“Libra”, and “Sparkle”, are all 62.5% S. fimbriata and 37.5% S.
longifolia.

They were created via different breeding routes. “Jupiter”, for example, was created by
crossing S. fimbriata and S. longifolia to create “Venus”, crossing “Venus” back to S.
fimbriata to create “Neptune”, and crossing “Neptune” back to “Venus”, so 3 generations of breeding. “Libra”
has 7 generations of breeding, including – ironically in my opinion - “Jupiter” 4 times, to arrive at a result that
has exactly the same species composition as “Jupiter” itself does! Now I know that plants with the same
species composition can vary widely, and wildly, in appearance and performance in our collections – that’s
why we grow out more than one plant from a grex. But I’m not sure that justifies having a potentially infinite
number of grex names that all have exactly the same species composition. And I definitely think we’ve about
worn out combinations of those two Stenoglottis species (unless someone turns up a very atypical specimen,
of course). I’d love to see some new blood in Stenoglottis breeding, and for that matter, I’d love to see some
of those exotic Stenoglottis species come into cultivation! If you know where to find any of them, please let
me know.
Stenoglottis woodii
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Know Your Enemy!
Common Greenhouse Weeds
Nothing is certain but death, taxes, and weeds, they say. Ironically, after pulling out 10,000 or so of some weed
over a decade or more, it’s hard not to feel that you know it better in some ways than many of the plants
you’re trying to grow. You can recognize it from a single leaf, and in every stage from barely germinated seed to
dried detritus. Eventually I got curious about what some of these things were, botanically. After all, a weed,
almost by definition, is a very successful plant.
Here’s the first one: Begonia hirtella (I think). It’s rather cute, really, and very typically a begonia. The first one
you see you’re tempted to pot up and keep as a companion plant. Several thousand of them later, they go into
the trash without any trace of regret (no way I’m putting something that prolific in the compost!). As weeds go,
they’re not that bad. They are shallowly rooted, so easy to pull, and are one of the fibrous-rooted Begonia
species so they don’t develop a tuber than can crowd an orchid out of its pot. They seldom reach more than six
inches tall, so they won’t shade any but the smallest orchids. But it’s definitely a weed!
Native to South America, it’s become widely established around the world – a friend in Hawaii recognized a
picture I sent him instantly, and I found a paper online discussing it’s spread in India.

Begonia hirtella seedlings. As with many weeds, every flower seems
to set seed even without a pollinator, and a very high percentage of
them germinate.

Begonia hirtella mature plant, about 6” tall, showing a
flower and some seed pods (brown).

August 2020

What happens if you show any mercy ...

Overtures – The Newsletter of the Orchid Society of the Ozarks

3

News from the AOS
We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these AOS Corner items in our newsletter! Even
if you’re not an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we
encourage you to join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital
archives of more than 350 issues dating back to 1932! Please visit the AOS web site at: http://www.aos.org
As a member of the AOS, you receive FREE or discounted admission to nearly 300 Botanical Gardens and
Arboreta. Show your AOS membership card at admissions and benefit from the Reciprocal Garden Admission
program. Members enjoy free or reduced admission or discounts at hundreds of gardens, conservatories, and
arboreta nationwide. https://www.ahsgardening.org/gardening-programs/rap/find
You can also find the AOS on Facebook! The American Orchid Society Facebook group page has exceeded 35,000
members. Group members post photos and videos of their blooming orchids, ask questions, add comments and share
their passion for the flowers we all love. In real time too. https://www.facebook.com/groups/52597049839/

WHAT ARE WEBINARS? An Affiliated Society may use recorded webinars for presentations at their monthly meetings.
With Wi-Fi access, it’s easy! Webinars are an internet-connected audiovisual presentation. You can view from anywhere
that you have an internet connection via Mac, PC or even your mobile device. It’s easy to find the scheduled webinars
and to register on the AOS website. You will find the link here: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
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To view REGISTRATION is REQUIRED: http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
Cannot make it on the scheduled date or time? No need to worry. Register anyhow!
ALL webinars are recorded and available to view at your leisure. GREENHOUSE CHAT Webinars are indexed by topic for
future viewing. Send your Greenhouse Chat questions and photos to: greenhousechat@aos.org
CULTURE CONNECTION
CULTIVATE, to grow in a prepared medium
Visit the AOS website for a Monthly Checklist on Orchid Care

https://www.aos.org/orchids/seasonal-orchid-care/september-october-checklist.aspx
September: The Month of Aloha
By Thomas Mirenda
A singularly beautiful word from the Hawaiian language with several meanings including love, hello and goodbye, Aloha
is more about spirit and philosophy. It reflects a caring and nurturing nature that kind people feel for each other. It does
not judge, it does not discriminate and it is a universal term of endearment. This month, many of us say goodbye
wistfully to summer friends, jobs and carefree days, while simultaneously embarking on fantastic new adventures and
initiatives. I am no exception, as I begin my new position at the Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden this month. I know this
new adventure will be hard work and will present many challenges for me. Nonetheless, I am invigorated by the Aloha I
know I will experience there. Needless to say, the capacity to grow orchids outside is icing on the Haupia cake.
Our lives take us on many different paths, but all of us on the orchid path know what it means to be nurturers and
cultivators. This month as the seasons shift again and temperatures and day length wax and wane (depending on what
hemisphere you are in), it is important to be very observant of your collection. Some photoperiod-dependent plants will
slow down with these changes, others may speed up as temperatures are more to their liking, but one thing is for sure,
changes are coming!
OVERHEATING IS OVER With the onset of fall, many things shift; that is, temperatures are getting lower and nights are
getting longer. The intense, and sometimes damaging, heat that has kept many plants in suspended animation is ending
and more favorable growing conditions commence. I have often seen new flushes of growth on cattleyas, dendrobiums
and Oncidium alliance plants this time of year. If you live in a climate where the cold weather does not start for a couple
more months, then you can water and fertilize as you might in the spring for another month or so. But if your winter
weather starts in October, you might want to slow down or hold off on feeding your plants this month to get them ready
for dormancy, (catasetums, and deciduous dendrobiums) or spike initiation (phalaenopsis and cymbidiums).
THE GREAT OUTDOORS Any plants that have summered outside may have grown spectacularly with the excellent light,
fresh air and rainwater. Even so, if you live in a harsh winter area, you need to at least start thinking about where the
plants will go as the weather shifts again to cold. Make sure your indoor spaces, be they greenhouses, windowsills or
light rooms are sanitized and ready for the return of all the “ ’chids” that were camping out this summer. Since they will
have grown, there may not be room for everyone! You might consider giving away some plants to new orchid society
members or making some divisions of really choice plants that you love and cannot part with.
SAFETY INDOORS It is also very important to inspect plants for hitchhikers such as ants or sow bugs (or worse things)
that might have invaded them while outside. Spray or drench any such plants before bringing them inside as they can
cause serious problems if they spread through your collection. It is also wise at this time to test your heaters, vents, fans,
and misting and irrigation systems to make sure they are still in good working order. You do not want that unpleasant
surprise of finding them malfunctioning during the first cold snap of the year.
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WILD AND GARDEN ORCHIDS Many fantastic natives are blooming around this time of year including the glorious
platantheras and spiranthes among others. Do not miss this show! Find out about local populations and see these
beauties at their peak of blooming. If you are growing hardy orchids such as bletillas and cypripediums in your gardens,
most have ragged foliage by now, or may not even be visible above ground this month. Make sure you mark their
location and purchase or gather the mulch (usually pine needles are good for many of these types of plants) that is
helpful and often necessary for their winter protection. I am looking forward to not having to do this winter ritual
anymore. Do not be jealous. Come visit me instead! Aloha! (As pertinent now, as it was then - Reprinted with permission
ORCHIDS VOL. 86, NO.9, September 2017)
AWARDS GALLERY
MEMBERS can VIEW the beauty and diversity of awarded orchids in every issue of ORCHIDS magazine.
http://www.aos.org/about-us/orchids-magazine.aspx
PLUS everyone can check the most recently awarded orchids on the AOS website. Exhibits are included in the latest
awards gallery. https://secure.aos.org/orchid-awards.aspx

Published since 1932, ORCHIDS (formerly known as the AOS Bulletin) is among the many benefits of an AOS
membership. Exploding with glorious full-page color photographs, each monthly issue is packed with topics of
current interest for both beginners and advanced orchid growers.
Worth the Read - ORCHIDS September Preview
⦁ The New Refugium Botanicum - Pleurothallis luna-crescens by Franco Pupulin and Melissa Díaz
⦁ Collector's Item - Bulbophyllum caloglossum by Charles Wilson
⦁ Orchids Illustrated - Thelymitra by Peggy Alrich and Wesley Higgins
⦁ Phragmipedium dalessandroi by Olaf Gruss
⦁ Platystele - Try Growing Something Different by Larry Sexton
⦁ Psychopsis limminghei and Alfred de Limminghe by Rudolf Jenny
⦁ Into Africa: Part 5 - Mauritius by Thomas Mirenda
⦁ Lindleyana - Pollination Biology of a Leading-Edge Population of Cypripedium montanum (Douglas ex Lindl)
in South-Central Alaska by Tara Luna
Remember to check in with the AOS on Facebook and Instagram!
https://instagram.com/americanorchidsociety?igshid=16ixfciczky01
https://www.facebook.com/groups/52597049839/
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Pictures from the greenhouse …
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What’s Ahead …
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, all in-person OSO events are
cancelled until further notice. Please visit the OSO Facebook page, join
the OSO Facebook group, and stay tuned for notice of any virtual
events.

Just for Fun …
ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS
President: Trudy Pickett
butchandtrudy@cox.net
Visit www.oso-web.org
and click the “Join” link
Dues $10 individual, $15 joint
Editor: Steve Marak
3460 Roma Dr
Springdale, AR 72762
samarak@gizmoworks.com
479-286-6603

Orchid-related things that are a bit different, fun, and suitable for social
distancing. If you know of something like that, please send it along.
“Drunken Pollinators & Chemical Trickery: Musings on the Complex
Floral Chemistry of a Generalist Orchid”
There’s a title to lure in an orchid lover! It’s the title of an article on the
“In Defense of Plants” web site, which has many articles fascinating to
plant lovers. This one happens to be about the orchid Epipactis
helleborine:
https://www.indefenseofplants.com/blog/2020/7/13/wnkuv3rxf1fj2xvh
pq9ql5odxljp0o

A non-profit, educational
organization stimulating interest in
orchids and their culture.
On the web at:
www.oso-web.org
Webmaster: Bruce Brown
webmaster@oso-web.org
On Facebook:

@
http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Orchid-Society-of-theOzarks/166606350108921
Like us, post your pictures or
comments, join the community!
From Doug Martin, this picture of a Black Swallowtail butterfly
on a Platanthera ciliaris orchid, taken recently in Kentucky.
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