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 October News! 

Facebook – please like us if you haven’t, we’re over 900! 
October meeting is October 15 
November meeting is November 19 
Christmas Party is ?? (we’ll decide Sunday) 
 

Thank you, donors & bidders! 
 

As always, September was our annual auction, and despite the 
shortcomings of your auctioneer, the results were outstanding! Thank 
you to all of our donors and to everyone who attended and purchased 
plants. We all love having great speakers and the income from the 
auction helps to pay for them. See the Treasurer’s Report for more 
details.  
 
On the topic of great speakers, we had so many this summer that we 
ran out of summer before we had “Movie Month”, so October will be 
temporarily designated a part of summer and “Movie Month” will be 
this month.  
 
Next month, it’s back to great speakers with Alan Koch of Gold 
Country Orchids, who is one of our favorites. Alan has a tremendous 
depth of knowledge about orchids and unless someone shoots you 
with a tranquilizer dart you’ll learn something. He’ll also bring plants 
for sale.  
 
December will be our Christmas Party. To avoid conflicts with all of the 
other holiday activities in December, we usually hold our party early in 
the month on the Sunday convenient for the most members. We’ll 
discuss at the business meeting this Sunday. If you can’t be there, feel 
free to email your input to your editor.  
 
As always, we need your input! if there are programs topics you’d like 
to hear, please let us know.  
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Judging notes … 

 

Just a reminder, only 2 more months of judging remain before awards are given at our December meeting, 
time to catch up, bring your blooming plants to the October and November meetings. 
 
Year to date Lois Geren is leading with a total of 251 points.  Russ Greene and Jim Enns are in Second with a 
total of 167 points, Jack Heflin is in Third at 131 points.  Paul Bowen is in Fourth with 111 points.  
  
We love to see your blooming plants and would like to thank the 15 members that have brought a total of 235 
plants for judging to seven monthly meetings so far in 2017, and the members volunteering to assist in our 
judging.     
 
 

– Paul Bowen 

 

Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 

 
October 14, 2017 

Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

October 21, 2017 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 

November 4, 2017 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Wichita, Kansas 

November 4-5, 2017 
Orchid Society of Greater Kansas City annual show, Loose Park Garden Center, Kansas City, Missouri 

November 4-5, 2017 
Kansas Orchid Society Fall Show, Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Wichita, Kansas 

November 11, 2017 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

December 9, 2017 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

December 16, 2017 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 
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Pictures from the Chicagoland 2017 Orchid Festival …. 
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More pictures from Chicagoland 2017 ….  
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News from the AOS 

We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these items in our newsletter!  Even if you’re not 
an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we encourage you to 
join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital archives of more than 
350 issues dating back to 1932! 

EVERYTHING ORCHIDS 

Here’s an article about “Bud Blast” by Susan Jones that appeared in Orchids magazine back in July 2003.  It’s 
just a useful today as it was back then. 

(Please note that the AOS does not endorse the use of any specific chemical agents.  If you choose to follow 
recommendations given by a contributor make sure to adhere to all local, state and federal laws in the use of 
these agents.  Take the time to learn how to use them safely and follow manufacturer’s usage instructions.) 

When Good Orchid Buds Turn Bad 

It can be heartbreaking to watch helplessly as long-awaited orchid buds brown, die and drop instead of 
becoming those much-anticipated flowers. Bud blast, when buds wither and fall from an otherwise healthy 
plant, may occur through any of a number of causes. Buds are the most sensitive part of an orchid, and are 
easily affected by unsuitable conditions in the growing environment. Cattleyas, phalaenopsis and 
dendrobiums seem particularly susceptible to this problem. The most frequent reasons for this are as follows: 

WATER Under- or overwatering is a common cause of bud blast. If a plant becomes too dry, it may withdraw 
moisture from buds as a survival mechanism. Overwatering can damage the orchid’s root system, with the end 
result being a lack of water to the plant. As with under watering, when the plant is unable to absorb sufficient 
quantities of water, it will withdraw water from the buds, bringing about their demise. Budding Cattleyas are 
particularly sensitive to overwatering, which can cause buds to blacken and die while still in their sheath. 
Water that is allowed to sit on buds or in bud sheaths provides the perfect environment for fungi and bacterial 
growth, generating rots that will blast buds. Watering with cold water can shock a plant, causing bud drop. 

TEMPERATURE Temperature extremes or rapid temperature changes are often a culprit in bud blast. If a 
budding orchid receives drafts from a window, an air conditioning or heating vent, or even a rush of air from a 
hot oven, it may drop buds. Similarly, buds may blast when exposed to temperature fluctuations that occur 
when taking a plant in from the car or outside during hot or cold weather, bringing plants back into a heated 
house after a summer outdoors, or temperature extremes caused by running heating or air conditioning for 
only part of the day. 

ATMOSPHERE Orchid buds are sensitive to fumes from paint, natural gas leaks and other chemicals. Once 
pollinated, flowers generate methane gas, causing them to collapse and saving energy for seed production. 
Methane or ethylene gas from other sources may also trigger bud or flower collapse. Ethylene gas given off by 
ripening fruit; gas leaks; inefficient burning of gas stoves or heaters; engine exhaust; cigarette, cigar or pipe 
smoke; open fires; smog or air pollution can also cause bud blast and age and distort open flowers. 
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LIGHT If lighting available to its developing buds is inadequate, an orchid won’t flower properly. Low lighting 
can cause buds to abort. Too much lighting may also cause trouble; direct sunlight on developing buds can 
overheat and desiccate them, leading to bud blast. 

CHEMICAL DAMAGE Fertilizer, fungicide or 
pesticide applied at dosages above a plant’s 
tolerance or in a manner inconsistent with 
manufacturer’s instructions may damage buds, 
causing them to drop. 

HUMIDITY Developing buds need high 
humidity. If their environment is too dry, or 
the ambient humidity fluctuates a great deal, 
buds may be adversely affected and drop. 

INSECTS Aphids and thrips can cause bud 
blast. These insects feed on flowers and flower 
buds, sucking the plant juices. The buds of 
infested plants fail to develop properly, 
dropping from the plant or opening to 
damaged and disfigured flowers. Thrips can be 
controlled using Diazinon or Malathion. Aphid control often involves not only eliminating the aphids 
themselves, but also the ants that farm them. Insecticidal sprays and sugar-based ant baits are recommended. 
For a few aphids, dab with a cotton swab soaked in rubbing alcohol. Other means of control include 
insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils (Neem or Sunspray), growth regulators and chitin inhibitors (Enstar II), 
Pyrethrum-based insecticidal sprays, stronger insecticides (Malathion), and systemic insecticides (Orthene, 
Shield). Repeat any treatment method twice after the initial application at seven- to 10-day intervals to kill 
successive generations. Test new controls on a small population of plants before widespread use. When using 
insecticides, check labels to be certain the insecticide works against the particular pest and that it is approved 
for use on orchids. Always use any chemical in strict accordance with manufacturer's instructions. 

GENETICS Occasionally, even under perfect cultural conditions, an orchid will continually abort buds. There 
may be a genetic mutation responsible for its inability to produce viable blooms, in which case the plant 
should be discarded. 

Susan Jones was the assistant editor of Orchids and editor of the Awards Quarterly during the late 1990s and 
early 2000s. 

 
UPCOMING WEBINARS 

Judging Pleurothallids with Esteban (Steven) Gonzales 
Wednesday, October 4, 2017 @ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Judging - Members only 

Join Esteban (Steve) Gonzalez and review how to judge those beautiful and diminutive pleurothallids.  

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9119068349037565443 
 

Pleurothallis ringens 'Bryon Rinke' CBR/AOS; Photographer: Bryon 
Rinke 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/rgED/Y/6T/vSr/6ZCH5J/zbFRKdfyJy/P
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American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 
Tuesday, October 12, 2017@ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Open to All 

Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will discuss 
a variety of topics on orchid culture based on question submitted by attendees.  Please send your questions to 
stillilsch@cox.net by Sunday, Octoberber 10th. 

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4527748585663490051 
 
Town Hall Meeting from Ecuador with George Hatfield 
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 @ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Open to All 

Find out the exciting things happening with the AOS.  Don’t miss the AOS Town Hall Meeting & Board Meeting 
from the WOC22, in Guayaquil Ecuador with George Hatfield, AOS President. 

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8409334692352712705  
 
Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
webinar. 

WHAT ARE WEBINARS?   Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the speaker and view his 
presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other members of the audience. You can join either 
on your computer or by phone. You can join from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile device. 
Audio is included, so attendees can phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a 
microphone for your computer to use VoIP. 

WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE DATE?  The live webinars will be recorded and posted on the AOS 
website, where you will find a link allowing you to view the webinars at your convenience. 

THE OCTOBER ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE will feature great articles and beautiful pictures on: 

Our Annual Supplemental Issue - This 
year's topic; The Genus Phalaenopsis 

 
•    Orchids Illustrated – Pogonia 
•    For the Novice - Winter Dormant 
Orchids 
•    Genus of the Month – Gomesa 
•    Saving the Rare Young Palm Orchid 
•    Rainwater Harvesting 
•    Frederick Sander 
•    A Visit to Papua, New Guinea 
 

Paphiopedilum violascens 'Indian Spring' HCC/AOS; Photographer: James 
McCulloch 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/rgED/e/6i/vSr/6ZCH5J/vwHUTzIt6B/P
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/rgED/3/6g/vSr/6ZCH5J/c38bELM7Y/P
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/rgED/3/6g/vSr/6ZCH5J/c38bELM7Y/P
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ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS 
MAGAZINE!  
16-page award gallery of 
breathtaking pictures of recently 
awarded orchids. 

 
RECENT ORCHID AWARDS 
PICTURES ON THE AOS WEBSITE: 

See fabulous pictures of the most 
breathtakingly beautiful orchids 
receiving awards from the 
AOS!  Visit the new “Latest Orchid 
Awards” page on the AOS website 
to enjoy these stunning 
photographs!  Click on the 
thumbnails to see them in larger 
format.  Free to members and 
nonmembers. 

 

 

 

 

Steve’s Musings! 
 

 
We’re expecting temperatures in the high 30s tonight, so it’s officially Fall. As usual, I’m not ready, nor is the 
greenhouse. I’ve really enjoyed this unusually mild summer. Even though it’s been a little dry recently, it hasn’t 
been searingly hot and dry without rain for 3 months the way it sometimes is here in NW Arkansas. A few 
weeks ago, we were worried about whether we had enough shade up, now we’re worried about buttoning up 
for winter. 
 
All sorts of things are flowering in the greenhouse, orchids and otherwise, and because of the cool weather 
the flowers are lasting well. Cathy has taken a lot of good pictures this month (some of which you’ll see around 
the newsletter). We’re also seeing a lot of orchid seed pods forming, which is fun. Some are on flowers we 
intentionally pollinated, but there are a lot of spontaneous pods this year – something must be helping us out, 
but we haven’t seen it, and we don’t know why this year is different. 
 
 

Steve 

 

  

Cattleya crispa 'Windy Hill's Curli-Q' HCC/AOS; Photographer: Melissa Garner 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/rgED/x/6n/vSr/6ZCH5J/UGcgcya3MO/P
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/rgED/x/6n/vSr/6ZCH5J/UGcgcya3MO/P
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS 

President: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 

Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

479-286-6603 

 
Visit www.oso-web.org  

and click the “Join” link 

Dues $10 individual, $15 joint 
 

Editor: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 

Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

479-286-6603 

 

A non-profit, educational organization 

stimulating interest in orchids and 

their culture. 

On the web at: 

www.oso-web.org 

Webmaster: Bruce Brown 

webmaster@oso-web.org 

On Facebook: 

 

@ 

http://www.facebook.com/pages

/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

 

Like us, post your pictures or 

comments, joint the community! 

  

 
 
Paphiopedilum  Wossner 
Ministar (P. henryanum x P. 
helenae) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

What’s Ahead … 

October 15, 2017 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Movie Month!  

 

November 19, 2017 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Alan Koch of Gold Country 

Orchids 

 

 

December ??, 2017 (usually 1st or 2nd 

Sunday) 

 

OSO Christmas Party! 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: noon 

Program: Party!! 

 

January 21, 2018 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Annual January roundtable and chile fest! 

 

 

2018 – What programs would you like to see? Please give us your ideas! 

Cynorkis flexuosa 
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