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 November News! 

Facebook – please like us if you haven’t, we’re over 900! 
November meeting is November 19 
Christmas Party is December 3 
 

Alan Koch returns to OSO 
 

Our November speaker is another OSO favorite – Alan Koch of Gold 
Country Orchids. Alan has spoken to OSO several times and if you’ve 
been to any of the AOS Member’s Meetings you’ve seen him in action 
as the auctioneer, and probably as a speaker as well. Alan’s talks are 
always both entertaining and educational, and we learn something 
every time we hear him speak.  
 
Alan Koch owns and 
operates Gold Country 
Orchids, in Lincoln, 
California, where he 
specializes in 
miniature and 
compact Cattleya’s. 
Alan started growing 
orchids in 1969 with 3 
Cymbidiums given to 
him by an aunt. While in college, he became interested in other 
orchids and discovered many would grow outdoors in Southern 
California. He has moved five times as his orchid obsession has led to 
the need for more growing space. With the last move, he purchased 
10 acres of land in Lincoln, California for his 300,000 orchids.  
 
He is recognized as an expert in the Brazilian Cattleya alliance and a 
trend setter in miniature Cattleya breeding. Alan has been published 
in the Orchid Digest, and the American Orchid Society magazines. He 
has also been published in the proceedings of the World Orchid 

Conference. He is an internationally known speaker. He is a past member of the AOS Judging Committee, and 
the Research Committee, as well as an Accredited Judge and is Vice-chair and Training Coordinator for the 
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California Sierra Nevada Judging Center. Alan also served two terms on the Orchid Digest Executive Committee 
and Board of Directors. 
 

Christmas Party  
 
At the October meeting we agreed on the first Sunday in December (the 3rd) for our Christmas Party. The 
Christmas party, by tradition, starts at noon rather than our usual meeting time. We’ll have a sign-up sheet at 
the meeting this Sunday if you can help bring food. Another tradition is that there’s a game of Dirty Santa for 
those who wish to participate (there’s no pressure, and you’re still free to laugh at everyone in the game even 
if you choose not to play). Each person who wishes to play should bring an orchid related gift costing at most 
$15.  
 

2018 Programs 
 
We’re going to have to work hard to match the great speakers we had this year in 2018, and we’re already 
discussing ideas and contacting possible speakers. But we need your input. What topics interest you, especially 
topics about which we’ve not had a speaker for a while? Let us know, please.  
 

So long, Show Season … Welcome, Show Season 
 
The OSO 2017 show season officially came to an end with the Orchid Society of Greater Kansas City’s show a 
few weeks ago. OSO put in exhibits at four regional shows plus our own, and that takes a lot of effort. Thanks 
to everyone who contributed plants or helped with setup or teardown at any of these five shows, and a special 
thanks to our own Iron Lady, Lois Geren, who with her Orchid Enabler husband Collis was involved in all of 
them!  
 
The circle of shows starts again the first weekend in March with our 2018 show, and it’s not too soon to be 
grooming plants that might be in flower then. We hope you’ll also volunteer to help with the show, because 
many hands make light, or at least lighter, work. We expect the schedule to be much as it has been in previous 
years, with judging on Friday afternoon and the show open to the public Friday evening, Saturday, and Sunday 
afternoon. We’ll talk more about all of that beginning in January.  
 

Judging notes … 

 

Seven members entered a total of 38 plants for our October judging.  Evelyn Schroter’s two plants took Plant 
of the Month (Miniature), and Third Place in Dendrobium for a total of 27 points. Art Evans 11 plants took First 
in Cattleya, Cymbidium, and Vanda, Second in Small Cattleya, Dendrobium and Miniature, and Third in Cattleya 
for a total of 47 points. The Marak’s 7 plants took First, Second, and Third in Species, First in dendrobium, and 
Second and Third in Miniatures. For a total of 34 points. Paul Bowen’s 6 plants took First in Paphs and 
Phalaenopsis, Second in Oncidium, and Third in Small Cattleya, for 27 points. Russ Green and Jim Enns 9 plants 
took Second in Cattleya and Second and Third in Phalaenopsis for a total of 12 points, Kathy Judy’s 1 plant took 
First in Small Cattleya for a total of 10 points. Bradley Martin brought 2 plants.  
 
Year to date Lois Geren is leading with a total of 251 points.  Russ Greene and Jim Enns are in Second with a 
total of 179 points, Art Evans is in Third at 149 points.  Paul Bowen is in Fourth with 138 points. Jack Heflin is 
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in Fifth at 131 points. Cathy and Steve Marak are in Sixth at 121 points. 
 
Note that a motion was made to develop a system to handicap the previous year’s overall point winner. 
(50% of previous years winning total was suggested) to allow better chances for other members (who may 
not have the numbers of plants or similar accommodations for orchids) to win annual awards for the most 
overall points accumulated.  A decision was postponed until the November 19th meeting, so all members 
could see this suggestion and ponder its impact before voting on the issue.  
 
In my opinion 50% seems harsh since that would put the current leader in 4th place at present. And the current 
second place members are only 72 points behind. The secret to high points is to grow great plants in all genera 
so you don’t compete with yourself and bring the best ones for judging every month. 
  
We love to see your blooming plants and would like to thank the 15 members that brought a total of 273 
plants for our 2017 monthly judging to date, and the members volunteering to assist in our judging.     
 

– Paul Bowen 

 

Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 

 
December 9, 2017 

Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

December 16, 2017 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 

 
 

Steve’s Musings! 
 

Despite being mid-November, it still doesn’t really feel like winter yet. NW Arkansas weather being what it is, 
we can have a 60+ F day even in early January, so it’s not that we’re having warm days, it’s more that we 
haven’t had any really cold night with more than a few degrees of frost. But I’m not complaining – it’s easier on 
the plants and a lot cheaper.  
 
One of the consistent things about this year, orchid-wise, is how inconsistently our plants have flowered 
compared to what we thought of as normal. There were plants we’d come to expect to be in bloom for our 
show, or Springfield, or Tulsa, and this year very few hit their mark, sometimes missing by a month or six 
weeks. We’ve no idea why.  
 
But as always, we learned a lot of things about orchids, and had moments of exhilaration when things flowered 
better than ever, or for the first time, as well as of despair and all the questions that go with it (“Why did you 
die?! You looked fine a few weeks ago. We didn’t change ANYTHING!”). All part of the orchid growing world.  
 

Steve 
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Pictures from the October meeting …. 
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More pictures from the October meeting ….  
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News from the AOS 

We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these items in our newsletter!  Even if you’re not 
an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we encourage you to 
join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital archives of more than 
350 issues dating back to 1932! 
 

UPCOMING WEBINARS 
 
American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 
Thursday, December 14, 2017@ 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT    Open to All 
Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will discuss 
a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by attendees.  Please send your questions 
to stillilsch@cox.net by Sunday, December 10th. 
Register now using this link:https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2847045007049760515 
 
Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
webinar. 
 
WHAT ARE WEBINARS?   Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the speaker and view his 
presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other members of the audience. You can join either 
on your computer or by phone. You can join from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile device. 
Audio is included, so attendees can phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a 
microphone for your computer to use VoIP. 
 
WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE 
DATE?  The live webinars will be recorded 
and posted on the AOS website, where you 
will find a link allowing you to view the 
webinars at your convenience. 
 
Deadline is November 30, 2017 for 
Dillon/Peterson Essay Prize 
 
The AOS is still accepting entries for the 2016 
Gordon W. Dillon/Richard C. Peterson 
Memorial Essay Contest. They should let their 
imaginations run wild and the winner will 
receive a cash prize and certificate suitable 
for framing. 
 
This year’s theme is: Species or hybrids? 
 
Which do you prefer and why? Do you grow hybrids because of their cultural adaptability and reliable 
blooming (sometimes more than once a year) or do you grow species because of the challenge and diversity? 
This is a chance to show off some of your favorite orchids as you use them to illustrate your points! 
Membership in the American Orchid Society is not necessary to enter the contest. The deadline is November 

Vanda falcata 'Mi Suegra Mercedes' HCC/AOS; Photographer: Irma Saldaña 

mailto:stillilsch@cox.net
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/rIms/e/64/vSr/6Rjidf/zsxFTVIsaB/P
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30, 2017. The winning entry, if any, will be published in the June issue of the following year. 
 
Contest Rules: 
 
♦ The essay must be an original, unpublished article. 
♦ The contest is open to all persons except employees of the American Orchid Society and their immediate 
families. 
♦ Submissions must be no more than 5,000 words in length. 
♦ Manuscripts must be submitted in English, typewritten and double-spaced or submitted in Word or other 
compatible electronic format. 
♦ Submissions will be judged without knowledge of the identity of the author. The decision of the judges is 
final. If no entries meet the expected criteria of excellence, the award will be withheld. 
♦ Artwork is not necessary for entering this competition. 
 
Non-winning entries will be returned to the contestant if requested. Such entries are eligible for resubmission 
in subsequent contests. These non-winning entries will also be considered for publication by the editor of 
Orchids and may be used in Orchids or other AOS publications including the AOS website. 
Email all entries to Ron McHatton at rmchatton@aos.org. Paper submissions should be mailed to the 
Dillon/Peterson Memorial Essay Prize at AOS headquarters: Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society at 
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden, 10901 Old Cutler Road, Coral Gables, Florida 33156. 
 
THE NOVEMBER ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE will feature great articles and beautiful pictures on: 
 
•    Orchids Illustrated – Gymnadenia 
•    Genus of the Month – Trichocentrum 
•    The New Refugium Botanicum - Cattleya schilleriana 
•    Dendrobium section Spathulata hybrids 
•    A Novice's Adventure in Hybridizing 
•    OrchidRoots.org 
•    Further demystifying Fûkiran (Vanda [Neofinetia] falcata) 
 
 
ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE!  
16-page award gallery of breathtaking pictures 
of recently awarded orchids. 
 
RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE 
AOS WEBSITE: 
See fabulous pictures of the most 
breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving 
awards from the AOS!  Visit the new “Latest 
Orchid Awards” page on the AOS website to 
enjoy these stunning photographs!  Click on 
the thumbnails to see them in larger 
format.  Free to members and nonmembers. 
 
 

 

Cattleya violacea (Semi-Alba Flamea) 'Mirtha Isabel' FCC/AOS; 
Photographer: Glen Barfield 
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS 

President: Steve Marak 
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samarak@gizmoworks.com 
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Dues $10 individual, $15 joint 
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A non-profit, educational organization 

stimulating interest in orchids and 

their culture. 

On the web at: 

www.oso-web.org 
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On Facebook: 

 

@ 

http://www.facebook.com/pages

/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

 

Like us, post your pictures or 

comments, joint the community! 

  

 
 
Phalaenopsis 
hainanensis 
 
 

 

 

 

 

What’s Ahead 

… 

November 19, 2017 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri 

Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Alan Koch of 

Gold Country Orchids 

 

 

December 3, 2017  

 

OSO Christmas Party! 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri 

Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: noon 

Program: Party!! 

 

January 21, 2018 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri 

Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Annual January 

roundtable and chile fest! 

 

 

2018 – What programs would you like to see? Please give us your ideas! 

Crepedium metallicum 
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