
November 2015 Overtures – The Newsletter of the Orchid Society of the Ozarks 1 

November News 

Our November speaker will be a familiar face. Nathan Bell’s 
home society is in Springfield, but he’s also an OSO member. 
Nathan is an accredited AOS judge and has served as the 
Judging Chair at our last 2 shows (and we hope he’ll agree to 
serve again in 2016). He will speak about recent changes to 
the Mid-America Orchid Congress class schedule, as well as 
how to class Phalaenopsis and Paphiopedilum – both of 
which will be useful as we start preparing for our annual 
show and sale at the Botanical Garden of the Ozarks, the 
first weekend in March next spring (as usual). Note that the 
November meeting will be the 3rd Sunday (November 15th) 
rather than our usual date in order to avoid the 
Thanksgiving holiday. Nathan is a member of the MAOC 
Show Schedule Committee as well as an AOS judge and is 
highly qualified to educate us in this area, about which a 
number of OSO members have had questions. He’s also a 
fun speaker.  
 
Our December meeting is our annual Christmas Party, and 
by tradition we hold it early in the month so as to leave time 
around the Christmas holiday free for everyone. Also by 
tradition the membership votes on which Sunday they 
prefer, with the first two Sundays (December 6th or 13th, 
this year) being the usual options. Please give some 
thought to which of these dates you’d prefer as our 
President will be asking us for our votes soon! 
 
It’s also time to be thinking about what programs you’d like 
to hear in 2016 – your program committee will be starting 

that task very soon, and our major speakers need to be contacted well in advance. Let any of 
your officers or Board members know what you want to hear more about.  
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The President’s new greenhouse!  

Lois Geren’s new greenhouse is up! See her “Musings” column for more details, but here are 
some pictures. You’ll note our October speaker, Alan Koch, with a hammer in his hand. We 
don’t let our speakers get away with just speaking, we put them to work! 
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October meeting pictures from Shari …. 
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More October meeting pictures …. 
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Still more October meeting pictures ….. 
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Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 

 
November 14, 2015 

Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

November 21, 2015 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas 

December 12, 2015 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

December 19, 2015 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas 

January 9, 2015 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

 

Lois’s Musings! 

Is the greenhouse done yet?  Mostly.  It’s the nitpicky 

details that take the most time.  Collis is madly trying to 

get as much of that stuff done before everything needs to 

come in this week.  We’ve tried to design just the right 

spot for the vandas, cats and phrags, but we won’t really 

know till I can get  light meter readings.  I need full sun to 

get good readings, but the weather hasn’t been 

cooperating lately, with nothing but cloudy days.  It will 

take me a while to figure out the shade pattern from 

some nearby trees too.  Then it will all change when 

spring and summer come back.  It looks like there’s a 

maximum of 6000 footcandles in the sunniest spot this winter, so that’s where the vandas will go. Maybe I’ll 

actually have some nice vanda plants?  Someday, maybe, when I‘ve gotten them figured out.  There seems to 

be plenty of 5000 fc space for the dendrobiums and cattelyas, and one corner that stays in light shade for 

phaphs and phrags.  Till the seasons change and I have to figure how much and what density shade cloth to 

buy.  At least temporarily I think I’m good.  That means I can have my bathrooms back.  The last three weeks 

have had the more delicate plants all over the house since they wouldn’t fit back in the old greenhouse, after 

luxuriating outside under the pergola all summer.  Finally, everything is going into the new greenhouse, 

although a bit haphazardly.  I expected that by starting in May, things would progress in an organized fashion 

and plants would come inside with perfect timing and perfect placement.  Wrong!  At least they’re in and not 

left out in the cold. 

Now we (by ‘we’ , I mean Collis) need to design and build plant racks. 

Lois
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS 

President: Lois Geren 

16116 Pin Oak Drive 

Fayetteville, AR 72704 

lgeren@uark.edu 

479-521-5311 

 
Visit www.oso-web.org  

and click the “Join” link 

Dues $10 individual, $15 joint 
 

Editor: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 

Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

479-248-6683 

 

A non-profit, educational organization 

stimulating interest in orchids and 

their culture. 

On the web at: 

www.oso-web.org 

Webmaster: Bruce Brown 

webmaster@oso-web.org 

On Facebook: 

 

@ 

http://www.facebook.com/pages

/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

 

Like us, post your pictures or 

comments, joint the community! 

Orchid Web Site of the Month: 
http://www.orchidconservationcoalition.org/ 

 
The Orchid Conservation Coalition is our orchid web site of 
the month. You may have heard of the OCC’s 1% for orchid 
conservation program, and they have lots of orchid material 
on their web site – articles, presentations, and more.  

 
 
 

What’s Ahead …… 

November 15, 2015  

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Nathan Bell, of OSO and SOS 

and AOS judge, talks about  recent 

changes to the MAOC class schedule and 

how to class Phals and Paphs 

 

December ???, 2015  - CHRISTMAS 

PARTY!! 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Plan to be announced. 

 
January 17, 2016 – note 3rd Sunday!  

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: January is always round table & chili!  
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