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 May News! 

May meeting is May 20th! 
June meeting is June 24th (because our usual meeting day 
conflicts with Father’s Day) 
Facebook – please like us if you haven’t, we’re over 1000! 
 

May meeting is Round Table! 
 
Bring your growing tips, your questions, your problem plants! There’s 
a wealth of orchid knowledge in our Society, and someone else will 
appreciated your tips, have an answer for your question, or help you 
diagnose what’s wrong with a plant or repot it.  

June meeting is Bob Pettibone on Cymbidiums 
 
Any of you who have seen Bob’s amazing Cymbidiums in our show or 
one of the other regional shows will wonder how on earth he gets 
them to that size and with all those flowers. And then you’ll wonder 
how he gets them to shows without a team of weight lifters or a small 
crane! Bob will share his Cymbidium secrets at our meeting on June 
24th! 
 
Bob’s home society is the Springfield Orchid Society and we appreciate 
him coming down to speak to us.  
 

Tulsa “Palette of Orchids” results 
 
Thanks to Sarah and Sadie Waddoups for putting up the OSO exhibit at 
the Tulsa show! The exhibit won the Best Society Tabletop class. Other 
OSO notables were:  
 
Lois Geren won the Maurine Gebetsberger Memorial Trophy for her 
Guarianthe skinneri ‘Carpinteria’ FCC/AOS as well as Best Flower for 
classes 110-116, and Best Flower in classes 402-430 for her Brassia 

Edvah Loo ‘Nishida’ AM/AOS. 
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Sarah Waddoups’s Angraecum viguerii was given an Award of Merit from the AOS. 
 
Cathy & Steve Marak’s Lepanthes telipogoniflora won the Best Small Flower (classes 702-716) and the Darrin 
Mullins Memorial Trophy.  
 
Paul Bowen, Art Evans, Lois Geren, Sarah Waddoups, and Cathy & Steve Marak all took home ribbons in 
various classes.  
 
 

Judging notes … 

 

 
Judging notes from April 15, 2018 
 
Nine members entered a total of 33 plants for our April judging.  Cathy and Steve Marak’s ten plants took Plant 
of the Month (Miniature – Lepanthes telipogoniflora) and First in Vanda, Species, Miscellaneous, Miniature, 
and Second in Species, and Third in Miscellaneous for a total of 69 points.  Art Evans’ thirteen plants took First 
in Small Cattleya, Cymbidium, and Phalaenopsis, as well as Second in Oncidium and Third in Vanda for a total 
of 47 points. Paul Bowen’s eight plants took First in both Paphs and Phrags and Second in Angraecum for a 
total of 25 points. Russ Greene and Jim Enns’ eight plants took First and Third in Oncidium, Second in Vanda 
and Miscellaneous for a total of 22 points. Suzanne Miller’s three plants took Second in Paphs and Miniature, 
and Third in Species for a total of 12 points.  Kathy Judy’s one plant took First in Angraecum for a total of 10 
points. Immy Graves’ one plant took Second in Phalaenopsis for a total of 5 points. Lisa Lames’ 1 plant took 
Third in Phalaenopsis for 2 points.   
 
Year to date points are: 

1. Art Evans at 96 
2. Russ Greene/Jim Enns Tied with Steve & Cathy Marak at 69 Points 
3. Jack Heflin at 65 
4. Paul Bowen at 64 
5. Kathy Judy at 57 
6. Susie Miller at 44 
7. Lois Geren at 20 
8. Bradley Martin at 15 
9. Immy Graves at 5 
10. Barb Sweet at 4 
11. Liz Hillbrand Tied with Lisa Lames at 2 

 
Thank You for bringing your blooming plants to share their beauty, special thanks to those who volunteer to 
participate in the judging each month.   
 

– Paul Bowen 
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Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 
 
May 18-20, 2018 

Memphis Orchid Society Show & Sale, Memphis Botanic Garden, Memphis, Tennessee 
June 9, 2018 

Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

June 16, 2018 
Great Plains Judging Center Business Meeting & Seminar Saturday, Beech Science Center, Southwestern 
College, Winfield, Kansas 

July 15, 2018 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

July 21, 2018 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 
 
 

 

Steve’s Musings! 
 

It’s not truly summer yet – thank goodness – but we’re definitely on that side of the calendar. Even with full 
ventilation it’s hot in the greenhouse on sunny days, and it’s time to do routine maintenance on the cool cell 
because we’ll want to crank it up any day now.  
 
Some of us have talked about how “off” our orchids were over this past winter and spring. Plants that have 
always been in flower for our show, or one of the other spring shows in the area, made no attempt at all to 
bloom. Now that weather is warmer all sorts of things are in flower, but of course the spring show season is 
about over – the last show is this weekend in Memphis – so we have no place to show them off! At least we 
can practice pollination technique and produce some pods for Cathy to practice her sowing technique.  
 
Steve 

 
 

 

Cathy's first set of Eulophia euglossa seedlings are out of flask and in community pots! 
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Pictures from the April meeting …. 
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More pictures from the April meeting ….  
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News from the AOS 

We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these items in our newsletter!  Even if you’re not 
an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we encourage you to 
join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital archives of more than 
350 issues dating back to 1932! 

The Summer Doldrums 

How to Care for Orchids During the Wilds of Summertime 
By Ron McHatton with Photographs by Greg Allikas 
From the May 2012 issue of Orchids Magazine 

SUMMER PRESENTS CHALLENGES in the form of increased pest activity, fungal and bacterial problems in 
traditionally wet areas and desiccation in those areas with Mediterranean-like climates where summers are 
typically quite dry. Careful observation of your plants is the best way to identify small problems before they 
become big problems, and in the summer, the time between these two events is dramatically shorter due to 
higher temperatures.  

PEST CONTROL For small collections, the best thing to do is to physically wipe insects of and clean the plant. 
Isopropyl alcohol and a cotton swab are effective against most pests and if you want to increase its 
effectiveness, a drop of Ivory dishwashing liquid added to the alcohol helps wet the typically waxy surface of 
orchid leaves. If you haven't been watching carefully and the infestation gets out of control, you might have to 
use chemicals. Few pesticides are specifically rated for use on orchids, but you can use any that are labeled for 
ornamentals. Use care and follow the label directions. This is not a situation where if a little is good, more will 
be better. 

In areas with dry summers, mites can be a serious problem, especially on phalaenopsis. These creatures attack 
the surface of the leaves producing a sort of rough silvery appearance. Mites are not insects and insecticides 
offer little or no control. Mites do not like humid conditions so efforts to increase humidity are beneficial. 
Light infestations can be controlled by thoroughly cleaning plants but in hot, dry climates light infestations 
rapidly become serious and control is best accomplished by the use of a miticide. 

In areas with wet summers, wet foliage and high humidity encourage the spread of fungal and bacterial 
diseases. Bacterial diseases do not respond to fungicides and vice versa so it’s important to know which 
disease you are dealing with. Perhaps the easiest way to distinguish between the two is by smell. The most 
common bacterial disease in orchids produces a foul smell often likened to dead fish. If you’ve ever had cut 
flowers stand too long in water, you know the sort of smell we’re talking about. 

Diseases can spread quickly. Bacterial diseases kill plants especially rapidly and time is of the essence. Both 
bacterial and fungal diseases are spread by splashing water, and this includes rainfall. Use a clean cutting tool 
such as a single-edge razor blade, cut off the infected tissue as well as at least an inch (2.5 cm) of clean, green 
area and then treat the cut surface with a fungicide. Even if the problem is bacterial, you don’t want a fungal 
infection to start in the wound. Cinnamon — the common spice — is effective against fungal diseases and can 
be used to coat the cut surface. It’s perhaps not as effective as a chemical fungicide but it's readily available 
and does work. 



May 2018 Overtures – The Newsletter of the Orchid Society of the Ozarks 7 

Where it’s wet, keep your plants as dry as possible. Alternatively, provide a lot of air movement. When you 
water, try to do so as early in the day as possible. This will allow adequate time for the foliage to dry before 
nightfall. 

In dry-summer areas, the bane of orchid growers is extremely low 
humidity, and this leads to two issues. The first of these is an increase 
in the rate at which plants dry out and the other is the ever-presence 
of mites. 

Orchids in dry-summer areas dry out much more rapidly than they did 
in the winter. Depending on temperature, plants watered every two 
weeks in the winter may need to be watered every few days in the 
summer. Here again, nothing will take the place of careful 
observation. If you have an extensive collection of plants, you might 
want to consider installing a misting system similar to those used in 
open-air restaurants in dry areas. Low-pressure units that install on 
hose lines are inexpensive and work reasonably well to raise humidity 
as well as cool the growing area somewhat. 

Scale, particularly Boisduval scale illustrated on this cattleya plant, is a 
serious pest on orchids. Dried pseudobulb sheaths should be removed 
at repotting to inspect for these insects. 

SUMMER SUN How does sun affect orchids? Solar radiation is much more intense in the summer and plants 
that have been thriving in full sun all winter may need a little extra protection (shade) when the sun is at its 
strongest or, often during the late afternoon, when the temperatures are highest. Orchids are easily 
sunburned and you should take care when moving plants around, especially if you are moving plants grown 
inside during the winter to a spot outside for the summer. Sunburn, while not in itself a serious problem is 
irreversible and will make your plants look ugly. In serious cases the plant can be killed outright and any leaf 

damage is an invitation to a secondary infection in the damaged 
area. 

Orchid foliage should be a light yellow-green. The first sign of too 
much light is often yellow foliage. If left alone, this yellow foliage 
will eventually turn white and then dark brown and dry as the 
sunburned area dries out. If the problem is caught before the 
chlorophyll has been completely destroyed it is often possible to 
reverse the damage. Once white spots or sunken areas have 
appeared, the damage is irreversible and the best thing one can do 
is stop further progression with more shade. 

Sudden increases in light levels will burn orchid foliage as illustrated 
here on this Bifrenaria harrisoniae leaf. While small sunburned spots 
aren't really detrimental to the plant, they are unsightly and remain 
for the life of the leaf 

CAPITALIZING ON THE HIGH-GROWTH SEASON Because of 
increased light and temperatures, your plants will benefit from 
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more fertilizer (increased frequency, not concentration). This is especially true for those varieties that put out 
new growth during this time. Avoid fertilizers that contain significant amounts of urea (formulations with 
more than 20 percent nitrogen). Urea nitrogen is much less readily available to orchids in soilless mixes than 
ammoniacal and nitrate forms. 

Plants will also dry out faster. To avoid root damage, water plants 
before fertilizing; the roots will be wet and less easily damaged by 
the salts in the fertilizer solution. 

If you grow your plants inside during the cooler months, moving 
them outside for the summer is often beneficial and your plants will 
respond with renewed vigor. Remember, make the transition 
slowly. Place them under heavy shade for a few days, then 
somewhat less shade for a few days and then move them to their 
summer homes, paying attention to the color of the foliage. You'll 
be glad you did. 

The damage to these hybrid cattleya leaves is heat stress and not 
sunburn. At high enough temperatures the leaf tissue is killed, 
resulting in the collapse illustrated here. 

  

UPCOMING WEBINARS 

It’s easy to find the scheduled webinars and to register on the AOS website.  You’ll find the link under the All 
About Orchids tab.  If you check there, you will find any webinars that have been scheduled after the 
production of the monthly Corner. 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 
Wednesday, May16th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EST        Open to all 

Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will discuss 
a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by attendees.  Please send you questions to 
stillisch@cox.net by Sunday, May 13th. 

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3940385080263812610 

Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation e-mail containing information about joining the 
seminar. 

WHAT ARE WEBINARS?  Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the speaker and view his 
presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other members of the audience. You can join either 
on your computer or by phone. You can join from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile device. 
Audio is included, so attendees can phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a 
microphone for your computer to use VoIP. 

mailto:stillisch@cox.net
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/WD7m/Y/vU/vSr/61rAeW/6GvpFTG2Ni/P/P
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WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE DATE?  The live webinars 
will be recorded and posted on the AOS website, where you will find 
a link allowing you to view the webinars at your convenience. 

THE MAY ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE 
•    Genus of the Month - Rhynchostele 
•    Orchids Illustrated - Vanilla 
•    The New Refugium Botanicum: Lycaste tricolor 
•    For the Novice - Citric Acid for pH adjustment of High-Alkalinity 
Water 
•    The Cypripediums of the United States and Canada, Part 1 - The 
parviflorum Complex 
•    Dendrobium bigibbum, Part 4: Recent Hybrids with Section 
Latouria 
•    Paphiopedilum sanderianum 

ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE!  

16-page award gallery of breath taking pictures of recently awarded 
orchids. 

 
RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE AOS WEBSITE: 

See fabulous pictures of the most breathtakingly beautiful orchids 
receiving awards from the AOS!  Visit the new “Latest Orchid 
Awards” page on the AOS website to enjoy these stunning 
photographs!  Click on the thumbnails to see them in larger format.  Free to members and non- members. 

 

Paphiopedilum sanderianum 'HOF Best' 
AM/AOS; Photographer: Glen Barfield 

Bulbophyllum Meen March Madness 'Sister Jean' 
AM/AOS; Photographer: Irma Saldaña 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya First Class 'Strawberry Milk' AM/AOS; 
Photographer: H. A. Russell III 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/WD7m/3/6n/vSr/61rAeW/ffiq19JLd/P/P
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/WD7m/3/6n/vSr/61rAeW/ffiq19JLd/P/P
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3460 Roma Dr 
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samarak@gizmoworks.com 
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and click the “Join” link 
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Editor: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 
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A non-profit, educational organization 

stimulating interest in orchids and 

their culture. 

On the web at: 

www.oso-web.org 

Webmaster: Bruce Brown 
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On Facebook: 

 

@ 

http://www.facebook.com/pages

/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

 

Like us, post your pictures or 

comments, joint the community! 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Ahead … 

 

May 20, 2018 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., 

Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Orchid Roundtable 

 

June 24, 2018 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., 

Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Bob Pettibone, 

Springfield Orchid Society, 

talks about Cymbidiums 

 

July 15, 2018 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: TBD 
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