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June News! 

2017 dues are past due – please see Treasurer Lois Geren 
Facebook – please like us if you haven’t, we’re over 900! 
June meeting is June 25 (note – 4th Sunday!) 
July meeting is July 16 
 

Upcoming Programs 
 
I’m really pleased with the summer programs we have this year, and in 
addition there will another special event not far from us in just a 
couple of weeks.  
 
Our program for June will be Blanche Wagner, who maintains the 
orchid collection at the Missouri Botanical Garden. Babs has spoken to 
our society before. Part of her responsibility is the great collection of 
Vanilla species the Garden has, and her talk this month will be on 
Vanillas. Since I picked up several new-to-me Vanilla species at the 
Redland orchid festival, I will have lots of questions for her!  
 
Then in July there are two opportunities. The first is the annual Mid-
American Judging Center Speaker’s Day, which will be held on July 8 
this year. It will be held in Fenton, Missouri, which is about half an 
hour our side of St. Louis, right on I-44. Dave Sorowkowsky, owner of 
Paph Paradise in Lockeford, California and an accredited AOS judge is 
the speaker and he’ll be doing two talks focused on Paphs. Dave will 
also accept pre-orders for plants and flasks. Speaker’s Day costs $25 
per person which includes a continental breakfast, a box lunch, both 
lectures, and access to the plant sales. Registration deadline is 
Monday, June 26. These Speaker’s Days are really a great learning 
resource and of course a chance to visit with other orchid people. If 
you’re interested, please email your editor and I will forward the forms 
by email.  
 
The OSO July program will be Dr. Kristen Uthus, owner of New World 

Orchids, which she purchased from Dr. Glenn Lehr (who some of you will remember from previous OSO visits) 
in 2014. NWO specializes in Japanese species like Neofinetia falcata, Dendrobium moniliforme, Sedirea 
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japonica, and Asian Cymbidium species, but also offers other miniatures, and Kristen will bring plants to sell! 
 
In August we continue with Glen Decker of Piping Rock Orchids who will speak about Paphiopedilums, and will 
bring plants to sell, and in November one of our favorites, Alan Koch of Gold Country Orchids is back. You can’t 
be at one of Alan’s talks and not learn something unless you sleep through every minute of it, and Alan will 
also have plants for sale.  
 
 

Judging notes from May … 

Eight members entered a total of 31 plants for our May judging.  Of Lois Geren’s 2 plants, Catt. Canhamiana 

won Plant of the Month for a total of 25 points. Jack Heflin’s 8 plants took First places in Small Cattleya, 

Dendrobium, and Miniatures as well as First and Second in Paphs and First and Third in Misc. and Third in 

Phalaenopsis for a total of 59 points.  Paul Bowen’s 5 plants took First in Species and First and Second in 

Phalaenopsis for a total of 25 points. Susie Miller’s 3 plants took First in Oncidium and second in Misc. for a 

total of 15 points. Russ Green’s and Jim Enns’s 4 plants took First and Second in Vanda for a total of 15 points. 

Bradley Martin’s 7 plants took Second in Dendrobium, Third in Paphs, and Second and Third in Species for a 

total of 19 points. Trudy Picket’s 1 plant took Third in Vanda for 2 points. Barb Sweet’s 1 plant just missed Third 

in Phalaenopsis.  

 

Year to date Lois Geren is leading with a total of 177 points.  Russ Green and Jim Enns are Second with a 

total of 94 points.  Art Evans is Third with a total of 87 points. But the Heflin’s are closing in quickly with 84 
points. 

  

We love to see your blooming plants and would like to thank the 13 members that brought a total of 141 

plants for our January, February, April and May judging, and the members volunteering to assist in our judging.     

 

– Paul Bowen 
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A Trip to Redland 

Every year around the 3rd week in May, the Redland International Orchid Festival is held at the Fruit and Spice 
Park in Homestead, Florida. That’s just southwest of Miami, not far from the Atlantic on one side and the 
Everglades on the other. It’s always a huge show with vendors from all over the world, some of whom don’t 
come to any other shows in the U.S. Cathy and I went to Redland in 2015 and had a great time. 
 
This year, the American Orchid Society held its Spring Member’s Meeting in conjunction with the Redland 
Festival, making it too good to pass up, so we packed our bags, including some empty bags, and headed for the 
open road. Yes, we drove this time and it was a long drive, but we saw some fun things along the way.  
 
Being south Florida, 
“common” and 
“everyday” are very 
different than here in 
NW Arkansas. Here, a 
flock of American 
Crows cawing, there a 
flotilla of White Ibises 
sailing through the 
sky:  

 Unlike our local Turkey Vultures, these Black Vultures 
were remarkably unafraid of people and I really didn’t 
care for that 
appraising look.  
 
Here, Five-lined 
Skinks are one 
of our most 
common 
lizards. It would 
take dozens of 
them to make one of this Green Iguana.   

 
 
Here warnings to not disturb wildlife are 
usually for the safety of the wildlife, but 
there … well, you get the idea.  
 
I thought alligators were the only wild 
crocodilians in North America. I was 
surprised to learn that south coastal Florida, 
i.e., where we were, is the only place in continental North America where both American Alligators and 
American Crocodiles are found. As if the alligators weren’t enough. 
 
The Fruit and Spice Park is a 37 acre botanical garden and park containing over 500 varieties of unusual and 
mostly tropical fruits, vegetables, and other plants. Tents are put up along the walkways and in grassy areas for 

This is an alligator, not a 
crocodile, but for practical 
purposes does it matter? 
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the vendors and their plants. Everything is at the mercy of the weather, 
but no one seems to really care – it’s all about the plants. Two years ago, 
it was hot and didn’t rain at all. This year, it was hot and there were rain 
showers every day. We only have two points on our graph but so far 
“hot” seems to be a constant.  

 
Shoppers at Redland are serious. We were a 
little taken aback in 2015 when we arrived 
and saw lots of people not just with bags but 
large wagons to haul their loot around. We 
were naïve and had come unprepared, but 
fortunately we had some cloth grocery bags 
in the car. Since a lot of our 
buys were the odd, small, 

species we love so much it 
was enough. This year we 
got strong, extra-large cloth 

bags as part of our 
AOS Member’s 
Meeting 
registration which 
worked very well.   
 
With so many 
vendors and so many 
orchids, you’d think 
there would be plenty 
of time to shop in a 
leisurely and careful 
way to be sure you get 
what you want, but no. 
Think more a bunch of 
children who gulped 
caffeinated soda 
behind their parent’s 

backs when the starting gun for the Easter Egg hunt 
sounds. If you think you might possibly want to 
consider buying something, you’d better grab it the 
moment you see it and carry it around while you 
decide.  
 
The Redland festival officially opens on Friday 
morning, but fortunately being registered for the AOS 
Member’s Meeting allowed us to attend the Preview 
Party on Thursday evening. We were able to pick up 
some pre-orders we’d made so that we didn’t have to 
carry those around on Friday, and also scout everything out (not all the vendors were set up yet).  

One of the fruits in the Fruit and Spice 
Park. Screw Pine, Pandanus sp., probably 
P. utilus 

Apparently not all the fruits in 
the Fruit and Spice Park are 
edible. 
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It’s a serious understatement to say I’m not a morning person, but we were there 
Friday morning at a reasonable hour for normal people and dove back into the fray. 
Time passes quickly when you’re surrounded by so many orchids and trying not to 
miss anything, and there were also talks by some of the vendors at the AOS tent that 
we wanted to hear. It was noon before we knew it. 
 
There are local concessions at the Park, food trucks and stands, and I think Cathy 
agrees with me that the quality of that food truck food is outstanding. We split a 
Craig’s Super Fish Sandwich and an order of conch fries and washed it down with a 
couple of Arnold Palmers (iced tea with lemonade; the vodka version is known as a 
John Daly) and were fortified for the afternoon’s shopping.  
 
Back to the hotel to drop off plants, cool off for a few minutes, and then change 
clothes for “Orchids Under the Stars” – the AOS Auction and dinner at R. F. Orchids, 

which is just a few minutes away. Robert Fuchs (the R. F. in R. F. Orchids) graciously opened up the garden at 
his home for the auction. The pictures were taken on my cell phone – I didn’t want to lug my real camera 
around all night – and so don’t really do it justice, but it’s a spectacular garden, and should you have a chance 
to visit it sometime, you should.  

 
The auction itself was, as usual, conducted by a legendary 
figure, The Auctionator. The Auctionator moves quickly and to 
hesitate at one of his auctions is to lose, so the bidding was fast 
and furious and in many cases went up with the speed of a 
NASA moon launch, and nearly as high. Unless you are one of 
the people bidding, it’s wise in those situations to sit quite still, 
preferably with your hands out of view, until you hear “SOLD!”. 
(Many of you may know the bashful, retiring secret identity of 
The Auctionator, Alan Koch of Gold Country Orchids.) 
 The Auctionator in action. 
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After the auction, dinner was served in the covered (fortunately, 
because there was another brief but intense rain shower about 
that time) pavilion next door, a lavish spread of Miami and 
Cuban cooking complete with live entertainment. These dinners 
are always fun – sometimes you sit with old friends, which is 
fun, and sometimes you meet new people, which is also fun, 
because everyone there loves orchids.  
 
Saturday we went back by the Park for one more round of 
shopping, this time mostly for orchid supplies rather than orchids, and then we headed to Robert Is Here, a 
place we found on our 2015 trip which is difficult to describe. It bills itself as a fruit stand, and apparently it 
actually was a roadside fruit stand when it started more than 50 years ago, but at this point it is to your usual 
roadside fruit stand as an ocean liner is to an old rowboat. In addition to nearly every kind of tropical fruit you 
can imagine, jellies, jams, veggies, and more food, there’s a splash pad, live music, a petting zoo, and what we 
came for: milkshakes of the most exotic fruit and flavor combinations, quite delicious and never seen 
anywhere else.  
 
After finishing our milkshakes we bought some fresh lychees for 
the trip home, and then it was off to Fairchild Tropical Botanical 

Garden, just a couple of thousand feet 
from Biscayne Bay, where the 
headquarters of the AOS is located, 
and where many of the AOS meetings 
were held. The common, everyday 
flora in the Homestead area is pretty 
exotic by NW Arkansas standards, and 
a lot of things at Fairchild were unusual even in south Florida. There were parts of 
the landscape that reminded us of a Dr. Seuss illustration.  

 
 
 
 
 

Alien body snatcher pods, or merely an 
exuberant Stapeliad?  
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Our last stop for the day was 
Homestead Bayfront Park, because 
when you’re that close to the ocean 
you should at least go look at it.  
 
Sunday we started the drive back. 
We chose the Everglades Parkway 

route because it cuts directly west 
across the state and passes through the Everglades WMA, Big Cypress 
National Preserve, and the Fakahatchee Strand State Preserve. This is the 
part of Interstate 75 known as “Alligator Alley”. There are convenient places to stop and view wildlife all along 
this highway and there’s plenty of wildlife to view. We’ve already decided that this is an area we want to 
explore further.  

 
 
 
Neither of us suffers from gephyrophobia, so we chose to annoy the Google Maps 
app by taking a non-
optimal route and crossing 
Tampa Bay on the Sunshine 
Skyway Bridge, which the 

Travel Channel rated as 
number 3 in its special on 

the “Top 10 Bridges” in the world 
(http://www.travelchannel.com/interests/road-
trips/articles/worlds-top-10-bridges ). It’s definitely 
impressive.  
 
From then on it was all downhill to home, though in this case it was technically all uphill, since we started at 
about sea level. We bought lots of orchids, saw lots of interesting flora and fauna, ate lots of good food, and 
got to see orchid friends from all over the world. This year was probably exceptional because of the 
combination of the Redland festival with the AOS Member’s Meeting, but we’d recommend a trip to Redland 
to anyone, any year.  
 
 
1
 – For Art Evans and any other birders, we know this is really a Royal Tern and not a pigeon.  

Even the pigeons in Florida look 
different. 

1 

Anhinga 

Cormorants 
The number of Black Vultures hanging 
around was a little worrisome.  

Again with the appraising look. What is it 
with this Florida wildlife? 

http://www.travelchannel.com/interests/road-trips/articles/worlds-top-10-bridges
http://www.travelchannel.com/interests/road-trips/articles/worlds-top-10-bridges
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Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 

 
July 7, 2017 

Baton Rouge Orchid Society’s Show and Sale, Burden Museum and Gardens, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
July 8, 2017 

Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging and Speaker’s Day, Riverchase Recreation Center, Fenton, 
Missouri, speaker Dave Sorowkowsky of Paph Paradise 

July 15, 2017 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 

August 12, 2017 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

August 19, 2017 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 
 

 

 
 

Steve’s Musings! 

Cathy and I went to the Redland International Orchid Festival, which is why we missed the May OSO meeting. 
Great fun of course – there’s an article elsewhere in the newsletter – but now we are back and trying to pot up 
or mount our purchases (there were more purchases than there should have 
been!) and find room for them in the greenhouse. And of course the things 
already in the greenhouse aren’t all happy about being deserted for a week, 
so they need to be pampered a little extra, and of course we didn’t do any of 
the other work that needed doing during that week, so it’s catch-up time.  
 
I mentioned last month that the Diluvian rains of April had prematurely 
washed off some of the shade coating we sprayed on the greenhouse. 
Between that and the sun being a week closer to the solstice, we returned 
from Florida to find significantly higher light levels in the greenhouse than 
when we left. We’ve put some shade back up but between the pop-up 
showers we’ve been getting and a recalcitrant pump, we still have more to do, 
and Cathy has had to shift some things around to keep them from too much 
light.  
 
We do have a lot of things blooming or coming into growth now, especially some of the terrestrial species with 
dormant seasons, such as Cynorkis and Habenaria, and you can see a picture of Stenoglottis woodii ‘Windy 
Hill’s Little Pinky’ AM/AOS (from Marilyn LeDoux of course) on the back page that’s in full bloom right now. 
That’s good news, but the bad news is there are no shows until the fall! We’re hoping to have some interesting 
things for the June meeting and make up a few judging points on Lois, Russ and Jim, and Art.  
 
Steve 

Cathy took this picture of your 
president "throwing shade". 
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News from the AOS 

We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these items in our newsletter!  Even if you’re not 
an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we encourage you to 
join. 

UPCOMING WEBINARS 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 

Tuesday, June 13, 2017@ 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM EDT    Everyone invited 

Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will discuss 
a variety of topics on orchid culture based on question submitted by attendees. Please send your questions 
to stillilsch@cox.net by Sunday, June 11th. 

Register now using this link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2368118630129673219 

 Vanilla: Growing, Harvesting & Curing with Jim 
Reddekopp 

Thursday, June 22, 2017 @ 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
EDT    Members only 

There's nothing vanilla about Jim Reddekopp other 
than everything he lives and breathes, of course. Join 
Jim, the owner of the first commercial vanilla 
operation on the ‘Big Island’ of Hawaii, as he shares 
his failures and victories of growing, harvesting, and 
curing the world's most delicate orchid blossom. 

Register now using this link: 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5538096413604700930 

 American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 

Tuesday, July 11, 2017@ 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM EDT    Everyone invited 

Please join Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will discuss 
a variety of topics on orchid culture based on question submitted by attendees. Please send your questions to 
stillilsch@cox.net by Sunday, July 9th. 

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7631180625618853635  

Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
webinar. 

Vanilla imperialis 'Denver Botanic Gardens' HCC/AOS; 
Photographer: Unknown 

mailto:stillilsch@cox.net
http://aos.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT02NjIzODgxJnA9MSZ1PTEwNzUwMjQwNDEmbGk9NDQ1NDM3NzY/index.html
http://aos.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT02NjIzODgxJnA9MSZ1PTEwNzUwMjQwNDEmbGk9NDQ1NDM3Nzc/index.html
mailto:stillilsch@cox.net
http://aos.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT02NjIzODgxJnA9MSZ1PTEwNzUwMjQwNDEmbGk9NDQ1NDM3Nzg/index.html
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WHAT ARE WEBINARS?   Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the speaker and view his 
presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions 
from other members of the audience. You can 
join either on your computer or by phone. You 
can join from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even 
your mobile device. Audio is included, so 
attendees can phone in or use VoIP (Voice over 
Internet Protocol). You will need a microphone for 
your computer to use VoIP. 

WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE 
DATE?  The live webinars will be recorded and 
posted on the AOS website, where you will find a 
link allowing you to view the webinars at your 
convenience. 

THE JUNE ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE will 
feature great articles and beautiful pictures on: 

  Genus of the Month - Top Ten Angraecums 

  Orchids Illustrated - Bifrenaria 

  For the Novice - Growing Cattleyas, Part 1 

  The 2016 Dillon/Peterson Essay Contest Winner 

  Collector's Item - Campylocentrum 
ornithorrhynchum 

  Lindleyana - Some Angraecum Conundrums 

  Isotria verticillata 

  Spotted Blue Cattleyas 
 

ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE!  

16-page award gallery of breathtaking pictures of 
recently awarded orchids. 

 RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE AOS 
WEBSITE: 

See fabulous pictures of the most breathtakingly 
beautiful orchids receiving awards from the 
AOS!  Visit the new “Latest Orchid Awards” page on 
the AOS website to enjoy these stunning 
photographs!  Click on the thumbnails to see them 
in larger format.  Free to members and 
nonmembers. 

 

Angraecum sesquipedale 'Max' HCC/AOS; Photographer: Lowell 
McCabe 

Cattleya amethystoglossa f. coerulea 'Corn Flower Blue' AM/AOS; 
Photographer: Fred Rindlisbacher 

Dendrobium Aridang Blue 'XOXO Joyce' AM/AOS; 
Photographer: Ernie Walters 

http://aos.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT02NjIzODgxJnA9MSZ1PTEwNzUwMjQwNDEmbGk9NDQ1NDM3ODA/index.html
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Thanks to Paul Bowen for May meeting pictures …. 
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More pictures from the May meeting …. 
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS 

President: Steve Marak 
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Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

479-286-6603 

 
Visit www.oso-web.org  

and click the “Join” link 

Dues $10 individual, $15 joint 
 

Editor: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 

Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

479-286-6603 

 

A non-profit, educational organization 

stimulating interest in orchids and 

their culture. 

On the web at: 

www.oso-web.org 

Webmaster: Bruce Brown 

webmaster@oso-web.org 

On Facebook: 

 

@ 

http://www.facebook.com/pages

/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

 

Like us, post your pictures or 

comments, joint the community! 

Check out this seedling of a Tom 
Larkin cross, Rlc. Good Vibrations 
(Rlc. Chia Lin ‘Shin Su’ AM/AOS x 
Rlc. Little Toshie ‘Gold Country’ 
AM/AOS), grown by Kay Backues 
of the Tulsa OS. You can hardly see 
the leaves for the flowers!  

Thanks to Kay for sharing this 
photo with us and allowing us to 
use it in our newsletter.  
 

 

 

What’s Ahead … 

June 25, 2017 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Blanche Wagner of the Missouri 

Botanical Garden returns 

 
July 16, 2017 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Dr. Kristen Uthus, of New World 

Orchids 
 

August 20, 2017 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Glen Decker of Piping Rock Orchids  

 

September 17, 2017 – Auction! 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Preview: noon 

Auction starts: 1 pm 

 

November 19, 2017 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Alan Koch of Gold Country Orchids 
 

mailto:samarak@gizmoworks.com
http://www.oso-web.org/
mailto:samarak@gizmoworks.com
http://www.oso-web.org/
mailto:webmaster@oso-web.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921
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