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Transporting Blooming Orchids
Safe Methods for Mowig Flowering Orchids to Keep Them in Prikape
By Susan Jone®riginally published in ORCHIDS Magazine Decemb@t 3

During this time of the year, unpredictable and often inhospitable winter weather makes transporting
flowering ordids a tricky matterA shock of cold, dry air can quickly daygaand even blast an orchid bud or
bloom, a particularly heartbreaking ew¢if one is on the way to have the flower judged. When carrying your
flowering plant to a show, home from a nurserg,dudging or even tgive as a holiday gift, taking a little lof
precaution against potential ¢ damage can prevent a lot of disapiptment later on.

An orchid's flowers and buds, as the most vulnerable parts of the plant, are easily damaged tyreanial
stress. Somef the more coldsensitive varieties magven drop leaves if the exposure asldo is of

sufficient severity. Phaknopsis and vandaceous orchids (the former neofinetias are a bit hardier than most,
but their blooms are still sensite) are among the lest tolerant of chills. Other orchids thate most often

affected include thos with flowers of more delicate subgfaOS ® ¢ KS (KA Ol SNE KSI @A S
floral tissues are, the more resistant to cold damage they will be.

TIPS FROM A PRQongtime orchid grower, Connecticut Orchid Satgimember and one of the technical
editors of Orchids magazine, Ann Jegupvided the following savvy ideas for ways to minimize disaster
enroute to an orchid society meeting, show or Judgihg presentation tahe Society.

Start with a good quantitpf packing materials, she advisesvid o hand a variety of boxes of dfient sizes,
including some insulated styrofoam boxes to shelter your plants from inclement weather. Padding is also
important. She suggessF ESR  TFf 2a& LI LISNIJGOAIEf0E2 AKyNBSARYR SR ingdetl 1S N
styrofoam peanuts as useful eaials. For protection against brief exposure to the elements, the plastic bags
in which newspapers are delivered make ideal sleeve tolip over a smaller plant. Digleaning bag

supported by wire hoops can helpgtect larger plants or those with thinflorescences from freezing or

drying out in winter weather. Plastic storage containers of various sizes and sir@peseful. They aneot

effective at insulating plants, but dorovide excellent shorter term prettion against potentially damaging

chills. When used in conjunction with the packing materials mentioned above, they can be an excellent light

weight wintercarrying case for lmging blooming orchids safely to and fraheir destination.

INSULATING PLASI Newspaper is an effective, easilyalable and inexpensive insulation material. If plants
must remain in an unheated area for any length of time dunmgeiment weather, a cardboard box lined with
newspaper will help retain heat around the plant. Foaatkng peanuts may be added to sthbe and

protect the plant in the box, but provide little in the way of insulation or heat retention.
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For extreme sitations in which prolonged exposure is anticipated, a heat pack can be placed under protective
insuldion in the bottom of the box. Disgable chemical heat packs are available in different lengths of
effectiveness the most commonly
available last six teight hours, but
other durations are available. They
can be ordered online (enter
GRA&LI A laskE S AKSII20
search engine to find eendor).
Some orchid vendors who use the
for shipping may also be persuaded
to sell some of their stock.

Another congleration is staking
@2dzNJ LI yiQa AyT
cannot only improve the overall
appearance bthe blooms, but will
also help kep the spike and flowers
stationary and less susceptible to
injury during transportation. The
proper time to stake an GGt SerUf 2RBRE@SH ARRMNY WK §NY KWdzt A S
inflorescence is when the flowers ar

beginning to develop. This helps ensure that the buds are oriepteperly once they open. For thake of
aesthetics, Jesup suggests attempting to keep the stake unobtrusive. Placing the thinnest stake possible as
closeto the foliage as is practical helps to avoid distracting attention from the blooms themselves.

Fnally, when the temperature is lowyarm up your vehicle in advance of transporting blooming orchids to
minimize the length of time your plants will havedadure the chill temperatures. Plan your trips so the
plants will spend the shortest possible tinmetransit, and never leave orchidgting in a hot or cold car.

T Susan Jones was editor of the Awards Quarterly.

UPCOMING WEBINARS

LiQa S| a&hedukdFehinaiR and t© &gisier on the AOS website2 dzQf f FAY R AIIKS f
About Ordidstab. If you check there, youWfind any webinars that have been scheduled after the
production of the monthly AOS Corner.

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Dr. Ron McHatton

Tuesday, January 29th, 2018 @ 8:30 PBt30 PM EST Open to all

Please join Dr. Ron MaHon, AOS Chief Science Officer, as he answers your questions about all things
orchid. He will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by
attendees. Please sendour questions and pict@sto Sandra Svoboda gteenhousechat@aos.oty
Tuesday, January 22n&Remember to include pictures.

Register now using this linkattps://register.gotowebinar.com/reqister/8715770793699735042

Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmatioam&il containing information about joining the
seminar.
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WHAT ARE WEBINARS®ebinars are an Internet cderence where you candarthe speaker and view his
presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other members of the audience. You can join either
on your computer or by phone. You can join from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your reviciée d
Audio is includedso attendees can phone in osa \6IP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a
microphone for your computer to use VolP.

21 pb¢ ¢h [9!wbZXZ . | ¢ [/ The livewehinaré %ill bk FeSordéd!argdPpasted on the AOS
websgte, where you will findalink allowing you to view thevebinars at your convenience.

THE JANUARY ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAatiNES great articles and beautiful pictures on:

w The New Refugium BotanicwiiBD

w For the Novice Try New ThingsybSue
Bottom

w Orchidslllustrated- Epipactisoy Pegy
Alrich and Wesley Higgins

w The Japan Grand Prix International
Orchid Festival, Part 1: The Early Years b
Clare and Johan Hermans with
MunekazuEjiri

w In Search oMaxillariacrispilobgby
Pascal Sauvétre

w Ecuadorand My Orchid Obsession by
Lary Seton

w Cypripedium guttatunand Johann

w A S 4 . o ' o
Ammans by Rudolf Jenny [ € LINA LIS RA d&v{ 30z I /uldavk ! h{ T t K20 2

ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE!

16-page award gallery of breath taking <
pictures of recently awarded orchids.

RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ¢
THE AO®/EBSITE: \
. . 2
See fabulous pictures tiie most |
breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving
awards fromthe AOSt A aA G (G KS ,
h NOKA R | ¢onkiB AGS webisitd GRS
enjoy these stunning photographsClick on ¥
the thumbnails to see them in larger
format. Free to members and nen

members. 58y RNPOO/A2daYA t dzNLI S d{ LI I aK&{y
alOKE St . tASGT
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Orchid Society bf the Ozarks
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webmaster@oa@b.org .
Meeting: 1:30
On Facealok: g

Program: Planning for our show & salethe { QK 2 S nyEN\IEDN(S\ N
1stweekend in March t K2§2 3N LIK SN

March 1-3, 2019

@ Botanical Gaden of the Ozarks
http ://www.faceb ook.com/pages | 9" $QQXDO GY¥UFKWKH *DUGHQu VKRZ VDOH
[Orchid-Society-of-the- (No regular March meeting)

Ozarks/166606350108921

Like us, post your pictures or
comments, join the community!

A A
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