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 January News! 

January meeting is January 20th  
February meeting is February 17th  
9th Annual “Orchids in the Garden” is March 1-3, 2019 
Facebook – please like us if you haven’t, we’re over 1000! 
 

January – Round Table & Chili Fest 
 
By tradition we have a Round Table each January, so bring your 
questions about orchids, orchid culture, your problem plants, and ask 
away! Also by tradition, the hospitality theme in January is chili, chili 
fixings, and chili side dishes.  
 

Countdown to 
the OSO Show 

 
Our 9th annual “Orchids 
in the Garden” show 
and sale, as always, is 
the first weekend in 
March, so it’s just about 
45 days away. That 
means things and we 
need your help. The 
show is one of the two 
major fund-raisers for 
our Society, and it takes 
a lot of work to make it 
happen. The more of us 
who help, the less any 
one of us has to do, so if 
you are available to 
help for even a few 

hours please let us know! 
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Stimulating interest in 

Orchids and their culture as 

a nonprofit, educational 
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The Orchid Society of the Ozarks meets 

the 3rd Sunday of each month. Annual 

dues are $10.00 for individuals and 

$15.00 for joint membership.  

 

President: Russ Greene 
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lgeren@uark.edu 
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Judging notes … 

 

 
There was no judging in December, so no new results. It’s a new year and the competition is wide open!  
 

Thank you to the 17 members who took the extra effort to bring a total of 336 blooming plants for our nine 

monthly judging events in 2018 and for sharing their beauty. And special thanks to those who volunteer to 
participate in the judging each month.   
 

– Paul Bowen 
 

 

Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 
 
January 19, 2019 

Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 

February 2-3, 2019 
“Orchids in Paradise”, Orchid Society of Greater St. Louis, Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri  

February 16, 2019 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 

March 1-3, 2019 
9th Annual “Orchids in the Garden” show and sale, Botanical Garden of the Ozarks, Fayetteville, Arkansas 

March 2, 2019 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

March 8-9, 2019 
Greater North Texas Orchid Society Show & Sale & spring SWROGA, Richardson Civic Center, 
Richardson, Texas 

March 16-17, 2019 
Springfield Orchid Society Show & Sale, Springfield Greene County Botanical Center, Springfield, 
Missouri 

March 23-24, 2019 
Greater Omaha Orchid Society 32nd Annual Show and Sale, Lauritzen Gardens, Omaha, Nebraska 

April 20-21, 2019 
Tulsa Orchid Society Show “Orchids Wild and Wonderful”, Tulsa Garden Center, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



January 2019 Overtures – The Newsletter of the Orchid Society of the Ozarks 3 

Pictures from the November meeting … 
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More pictures from the November meeting …
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News from the AOS 

We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these items in our newsletter!  Even if you’re not 
an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we encourage you to 
join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital archives of more than 
350 issues dating back to 1932! 

CULTURAL 

Transporting Blooming Orchids  
Safe Methods for Moving Flowering Orchids to Keep Them in Prime Shape  
By Susan Jones -Originally published in ORCHIDS Magazine December 2013 

During this time of the year, unpredictable and often inhospitable winter weather makes transporting 
flowering orchids a tricky matter. A shock of cold, dry air can quickly damage and even blast an orchid bud or 
bloom, a particularly heartbreaking event if one is on the way to have the flower judged. When carrying your 
flowering plant to a show, home from a nursery, to Judging or even to give as a holiday gift, taking a little bit of 
precaution against potential cold damage can prevent a lot of disappointment later on.  

An orchid's flowers and buds, as the most vulnerable parts of the plant, are easily damaged by environmental 
stress. Some of the more cold-sensitive varieties may even drop leaves if the exposure and shock is of 
sufficient severity. Phalaenopsis and vandaceous orchids (the former neofinetias are a bit hardier than most, 
but their blooms are still sensitive) are among the least tolerant of chills. Other orchids that are most often 
affected include those with flowers of more delicate substance. The thicker, heavier and waxier an orchid’s 
floral tissues are, the more resistant to cold damage they will be.  

TIPS FROM A PRO Long-time orchid grower, Connecticut Orchid Society member and one of the technical 
editors of Orchids magazine, Ann Jesup provided the following savvy ideas for ways to minimize disaster 
enroute to an orchid society meeting, show or Judging at a presentation to the Society.  

Start with a good quantity of packing materials, she advises. Have on hand a variety of boxes of different sizes, 
including some insulated styrofoam boxes to shelter your plants from inclement weather. Padding is also 
important. She suggests waxed floss paper (also known as “spaghetti”), shredded paper, polyester batting and 
styrofoam peanuts as useful materials. For protection against brief exposure to the elements, the plastic bags 
in which newspapers are delivered make an ideal sleeve to slip over a smaller plant. Dry-cleaning bags 
supported by wire hoops can help protect larger plants or those with tall inflorescences from freezing or 
drying out in winter weather. Plastic storage containers of various sizes and shapes are useful. They are not 
effective at insulating plants, but do provide excellent shorter term protection against potentially damaging 
chills. When used in conjunction with the packing materials mentioned above, they can be an excellent light 
weight winter carrying case for bringing blooming orchids safely to and from their destination.  

INSULATING PLANTS Newspaper is an effective, easily available and inexpensive insulation material. If plants 
must remain in an unheated area for any length of time during inclement weather, a cardboard box lined with 
newspaper will help retain heat around the plant. Foam packing peanuts may be added to stabilize and 
protect the plant in the box, but provide little in the way of insulation or heat retention.  
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For extreme situations in which prolonged exposure is anticipated, a heat pack can be placed under protective 
insulation in the bottom of the box. Disposable chemical heat packs are available in different lengths of 
effectiveness — the most commonly 
available last six to eight hours, but 
other durations are available. They 
can be ordered online (enter 
“disposable heat packs” into a 
search engine to find a vendor). 
Some orchid vendors who use them 
for shipping may also be persuaded 
to sell some of their stock.  

Another consideration is staking 
your plant’s inflorescences. This 
cannot only improve the overall 
appearance of the blooms, but will 
also help keep the spike and flowers 
stationary and less susceptible to 
injury during transportation. The 
proper time to stake an 
inflorescence is when the flowers are 
beginning to develop. This helps ensure that the buds are oriented properly once they open. For the sake of 
aesthetics, Jesup suggests attempting to keep the stake unobtrusive. Placing the thinnest stake possible as 
close to the foliage as is practical helps to avoid distracting attention from the blooms themselves.  

Finally, when the temperature is low, warm up your vehicle in advance of transporting blooming orchids to 
minimize the length of time your plants will have to endure the chill temperatures. Plan your trips so the 
plants will spend the shortest possible time in transit, and never leave orchids sitting in a hot or cold car. 

—Susan Jones was editor of the Awards Quarterly.  

UPCOMING WEBINARS 
It’s easy to find the scheduled webinars and to register on the AOS website.  You’ll find the link under the All 
About Orchids tab.  If you check there, you will find any webinars that have been scheduled after the 
production of the monthly AOS Corner. 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Dr. Ron McHatton 
Tuesday, January 29th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EST        Open to all 
Please join Dr. Ron McHatton, AOS Chief Science Officer, as he answers your questions about all things 
orchid.  He will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by 
attendees.  Please send your questions and pictures to Sandra Svoboda at greenhousechat@aos.org by 
Tuesday, January 22nd.  Remember to include pictures. 
Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8715770793699735042 

Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation e-mail containing information about joining the 
seminar. 

Cattleya loddigesii 'Loretta' AM/AOS; Photographer: Julie Rotramel 

mailto:greenhousechat@aos.org
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/pYe3/Y/yq/vSr/6fLdpg/s4iMILYhz/P/P
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WHAT ARE WEBINARS?   Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the speaker and view his 
presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other members of the audience. You can join either 
on your computer or by phone. You can join from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile device. 
Audio is included, so attendees can phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a 
microphone for your computer to use VoIP. 

WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE DATE?  The live webinars will be recorded and posted on the AOS 
website, where you will find a link allowing you to view the webinars at your convenience. 

THE JANUARY ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE features great articles and beautiful pictures on: 

•    The New Refugium Botanicum - TBD 
•    For the Novice - Try New Things by Sue 
Bottom 
•    Orchids Illustrated - Epipactis by Peggy 
Alrich and Wesley Higgins 
•    The Japan Grand Prix International 
Orchid Festival, Part 1: The Early Years by 
Clare and Johan Hermans with 
MunekazuEjiri 
•    In Search of Maxillariacrispiloba by 
Pascal Sauvêtre 
•    Ecuador and My Orchid Obsession by 
Larry Sexton 
•    Cypripedium guttatum and Johann 
Ammans by Rudolf Jenny 

 
ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE! 

16-page award gallery of breath taking 
pictures of recently awarded orchids. 

 
RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON 
THE AOS WEBSITE: 

See fabulous pictures of the most 
breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving 
awards from the AOS!  Visit the new “Latest 
Orchid Awards” page on the AOS website to 
enjoy these stunning photographs!  Click on 
the thumbnails to see them in larger 
format.  Free to members and non-
members. 

 

Cypripedium guttatum 'Spot' CHM/AOS; Photographer: Doug Savage 

Dendrobium Enobi Purple 'Splashy' AM/AOS; Photographer: 
Michael Blietz 
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS 

President: Russ Greene 

RussGreene@cox.net 

479-684-4265 

 
Visit www.oso-web.org  
and click the “Join” link 

Dues $10 individual, $15 joint 
 

Editor: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 

Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

479-286-6603 

 

A non-profit, educational 

organization stimulating interest in 

orchids and their culture. 

On the web at: 
www.oso-web.org 

Webmaster: Bruce Brown 

webmaster@oso-web.org 

On Facebook: 

 

@ 

http://www.facebook.com/pages

/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

 

Like us, post your pictures or 

comments, join the community! 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Ahead … 

 
January 20, 2019 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: January by tradition is the OSO 

Chili Fest and round table 

 

February 17, 2019 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Planning for our show & sale the 

1st weekend in March 

 

March 1-3, 2019 

 

Botanical Garden of the Ozarks  

9th Annual “Orchids in the Garden” show & sale 

(No regular March meeting) 

 

 

 

Rlc. George King ‘Serendipity’ AM/AOS, a piece of Tom Larkin’s 
plant, blooming now. This is a big cattleya that even a species nut 
can love.  

Schoenorchis tixieri 
Photographer: Cathy Marak 
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