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 February News! 

February meeting is February 17th  
9th Annual “Orchids in the Garden” is March 1-3, 2019 
No March meeting due to show 
Facebook – please like us if you haven’t, we’re over 1000! 
 

February – Show Planning 
 
Since our 9th annual “Orchids in the Garden” Show and Sale is just 
eleven days after our February meeting, our February program time 
will consist of planning for the show.  
 
Our show is one of the two major fund raisers for our Society, and also 
our major public exposure – most people in the area know us only 
from our show. We want everything, as Tom Larkin would say, to be “a 
step above”. We need everyone’s help to do that! 
 
In particular, we need exhibits, we need plants, and we need people. 
We’ll talk about exhibits more Sunday, but if you have any plants that 
are healthy and will be in flower for the show, please consider making 
them available! It’s not necessary to bring them to the meeting this 
Sunday (though you certainly can!) but if you’d make a list of what you 
think you’ll have that would be very helpful and much appreciated.  
We’ll talk about how to get plants to the show on Sunday.  
 
We need people to help our guests unload Thursday afternoon and 
early evening, and to load back up Sunday afternoon. We need people 
to man the sales tables throughout the weekend - Friday evening, all 
day Saturday, and Sunday. We need people to clerk for judging Friday 
afternoon beginning at 1 pm. Vicki will need a few people to help her 
with hospitality. We need people to help build the Society exhibit. You 
can see that we need a lot of people! If you can come and work for 
even a few hours it will make a difference.  
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Judging notes … 

 

 
Judging notes from January 20, 2019 
 
9 members entered a total of 24 plants for our January judging.  Russ Green & Jim Enns’ three plants took 
People’s Choice (Brassavola subulifolia) and first place in small cattleya, species and first bloom for a total of 
45 points. Art Evans seven plants took firsts in cymbidium, paphs, vanda, and epidendrum and seconds in 
cattleya, small cattleya, and first bloom for a total of 55 points. Susie Miller’s six plants took firsts in oncidium 
and phalaenopsis and seconds in dendrobium and oncidium and third in dendrobium for a total of 32 points. 
Lois Geren’s two plants took firsts in cattleya and dendrobium for a total of 20 points. Paul Bowen’s 2 plants 
took first in misc. and third in paphs for a total of 12 points. Liz Hillbrand’s 2 plants took second in paphs and 
third in small cattleya for a total of 7 points.  Bradley Martin’s one plant took second in vanda for a total of 5 
points. AJ Dunevent’s one attractive plant did not ribbon in species. 
 
Year to date point standings are: 

1. Art Evans at 55 
2. Russ Green & Jim Enns at 45 
3. Susie Miller at 32 
4. Lois Geren at 20 
5. Paul Bowen at 12 
6. Cathy & Steve Marak at 7 - Tied with Liz Hillbrand at 7 
7. Bradley Martin at 5 

 

Thank You for bringing your blooming plants to share their beauty, special thanks to those who volunteer to 
participate in the judging each month.   
– Judging Committee 

 

Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 
 
February 16, 2019 

Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 

March 1-3, 2019 
9th Annual “Orchids in the Garden” show and sale, Botanical Garden of the Ozarks, Fayetteville, Arkansas 

March 2, 2019 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

March 8-9, 2019 
Greater North Texas Orchid Society Show & Sale & spring SWROGA, Richardson Civic Center, 
Richardson, Texas 

March 16-17, 2019 
Springfield Orchid Society Show & Sale, Springfield Greene County Botanical Center, Springfield, 
Missouri 
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March 23-24, 2019 
Greater Omaha Orchid Society 32nd Annual Show and Sale, Lauritzen Gardens, Omaha, Nebraska 

April 20-21, 2019 
Tulsa Orchid Society Show “Orchids Wild and Wonderful”, Tulsa Garden Center, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 
 

Russ’s Musings 
 
Is Bigger Better? 
 
Thank you to everyone that “volunteered” to chair or be a member of a committee for 2019! Hopefully we will 
all have a fun year. 
 
When we first started growing orchids, we were always looking wide-eyed at the big cattleyas, wondering how 
long we could keep them alive. After many years of trying, we discovered that there were many other 
wonderful varieties of orchids that we could keep alive and fit into our small greenhouse. The more we 
educated our selves about growing orchids, the more our interest changed to growing other orchids like 
Phalaenopsis. Oncidiums, Dendrobiums and others.    
 
Everyone’s growing conditions are different and I suggest one should consider that before purchasing orchids.  
Other factors, like growing requirements, should also be a consideration.  I’ve had several conversations with 
orchid growers to learn about creative ways to acclimate growing conditions. I find it very educational to learn 
about different ways of simulating the orchids’ environment. 
 
When you judge other members orchids, you should not only consider your “like” of the orchid, but your 
knowledge of the conditions for growth and blooming of the orchids. As my knowledge of growing orchids 
expands, I continue to appreciate the difficulty of growing certain plants. 
 
Look at those miniatures with awe. Smell their wonderful fragrance before getting goggle-eyed over the 
massive plants.  
 
I am a musician and would find it very boring if I only played one genre of music. 
I try to look at orchids the same way. 
 
So keep your mind, eyes and nose open when looking and judging at all the wonderful orchids that our OSO 
members share each month! 
 
 

 

 Dendrobium (Victorian Bride x 
Dunokayla) 

Photographer: Cathy Marak 
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Pictures from the January meeting … 
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More pictures from the January meeting …
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News from the AOS 

We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these items in our newsletter!  Even if you’re not 
an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we encourage you to 
join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital archives of more than 
350 issues dating back to 1932! 

CULTURAL 

Moths, Bees, Birds… and Perhaps People? 
By Tony Lombardino 
Originally published in Deep Cut Orchids Society Orchid News 
 
Orchids have populated the earth for over 300 million years, first appearing when all the continents of our 
current world were fused into one huge land mass. As the continents drifted apart, eventually taking their 
current positions, orchids travelled with them and, as a result, populate every continent except Antarctica. 
During their travels through space and time incredible environmental changes must have presented these 
amazing plants with unimaginable challenges to their survival. Yet despite these challenges, orchids were able 
to evolve and thrive.  
 
Much of their survival has been due to their 
amazing ability not only to attract pollinators, 
but to co-evolve with those pollinators so that 
the pollinators themselves cannot survive 
without the very orchids they pollinate. Take, for 
example, the male euglossine bees that harvest 
scent molecules from certain orchids in order to 
attract the females necessary for mating. Or the 
Darwin moth, who so depends on orchid nectar 
that it has evolved a tongue ten inches long so it 
can traverse the nectary of the angraecum that it 
pollinates. It can be said that the success of 
orchid survival has depended to a great extent 
on their ability to seduce other organisms into 
assisting them in their ability to reproduce.  

However, in today’s world this delicate dance of survival is being disrupted by rapid environmental changes, 
many of them caused by human incursion into natural orchid habitats.  Deforestation, insecticides, human 
plundering and even climate change are threatening orchids far faster than natural evolution can mitigate. If 
left to their ancient survival mechanisms, it’s likely that entire families of orchids may well become extinct.  

But although we humans have disrupted the ancient rhythms of the natural world, is it also possible that we 
have been, like moths and bees and birds, seduced into helping orchids survive? Have these plants, with their 
beauty, complexity, and almost infinite variety, now found an avenue of escape from extinction by attracting 
the attention and affection of us humans?  

In recent decades, orchidists have learned to propagate orchids far faster and in exponentially higher numbers 
than ever occurs in nature. We now create hybrids that are stronger and more resilient than their parents. Our 

Cymbidium Whitney Houston 'I Will Always Love You' HCC/AOS; 
Photographer: Larry Vierheilig 
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interests have moved from genera with big, fragrant flowers to those subtler but no less interesting groups 
such as miniatures, those with insignificant flowers and even those whose fragrance can be nauseating. In 
addition, those of us who love these amazing plants are spending time, energy and money on conservation 
programs to preserve as many of their natural habitats as we can.  

In our human-centric ways of thinking, we tend to believe that we are always the ones in control. We are 
attracted to orchids, so we buy them, learn their needs, help them thrive, fill greenhouses with them, 
propagate them. All for our enjoyment, we think. But from the point of view those orchids we’re obsessed 
with, is it possible that we are just the latest in a long line of conquests to assist them in their struggle to 
survive?   

UPCOMING WEBINARS 
It’s easy to find the scheduled webinars and to register on the AOS website.  You’ll find the link under the All 
About Orchids tab.  If you check there, you will find any webinars that have been scheduled after the 
production of the monthly Corner. 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Dr. Ron McHatton 
Tuesday, January 29th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EST        Open to all 
Please join Dr. Ron McHatton, AOS Chief Science Officer, as he answers your questions about all things 
orchid.  He will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by 
attendees.  Please send your questions and pictures to Sandra Svoboda at greenhousechat@aos.org by 
Tuesday, January 22nd .  Remember to include pictures. 

Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8715770793699735042 

Cultural Techniques for Growing Cymbidiums with 
George Hatfield 
Wednesday, February 13th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
EST        Members Only 
Please join George Hatfield of Hatfield Orchids, premier 
hybridizer and grower of Cymbidiums. He will share tips 
on getting them to flower with lots of flowers and cultural 
techniques for growing award-winning Cymbidiums!  

 

 

Register now using this link: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8443419564208111107 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Dr. Ron McHatton 
Tuesday, February 26th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EST        Open to all 
Please join Dr. Ron McHatton, AOS Chief Science Officer, as he answers your questions about all things 
orchid.  He will discuss a variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by 
attendees.  Please send your questions and pictures to Sandra Svoboda at greenhousechat@aos.org by 
Sunday, February 24th.  Remember to include pictures. 

Paphiopedilum Saiun 'Forest Park' AM/AOS;  
Photographer: Nile Dusdieker 

mailto:greenhousechat@aos.org
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/DIps/j/20/vSr/6fgT0c/zoGNqYYgNH/P/P
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/DIps/5/2n/vSr/6fgT0c/SE7cvmHfM/P/P
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Register now using this link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2314157910598154753 

Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation e-mail containing information about joining the 
seminar. 

WHAT ARE WEBINARS?   Webinars are an Internet conference where you can hear the speaker and view 
his/her presentation, ask questions, and hear interactions from other members of the audience. You can join 
either on your computer or by phone. You can join from anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile 
device. Audio is included, so attendees can phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet Protocol). You will need a 
microphone for your computer to use VoIP. 

WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE DATE?  The live webinars will be recorded and posted on the AOS 
website, where you will find a link allowing you to view the webinars at your convenience. 

THE FEBRUARY ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE will feature great articles and beautiful pictures on: 

•    The New Refugium Botanicum - 
Phalaenopsis (Sedirea) japonica by 
Franco Pupulin 
•    Form and Function: Fringe Festival 
Fascination, Part 2 by Thomas Mirenda 
•    For the Novice: A pair of articles on 
orchid shows and displaying your plants 
for the first time. 
•    Judges' Corner: Organizing a Judging 
Project by Jean Allen-Ikeson  
•    Orchids Illustrated - Dendrobium by 
Peggy Alrich and Wesley Higgins 
•    The Care and Feeding of Orchid 
Society Speakers by Sue Bottom 

•    The Japan Grand Prix International 
Orchid Festival, Part 2: The Later Years 
by Clare and Johan Hermans 
•    Remaking Cattleya Prince John by Arthur E. Chadwick 
•    Southern California Orchid Road Trip by Heidi Kirkpatrick and Gayle Brodie 

ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE! 

16-page award gallery of breathtaking pictures of recently awarded orchids.  

 
RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE AOS WEBSITE: 

See fabulous pictures of the most breathtakingly beautiful orchids receiving awards from the AOS!  Visit the 
new “Latest Orchid Awards” page on the AOS website to enjoy these stunning photographs!  Click on the 
thumbnails to see them in larger format.  Free to members and non-members. 

Cattleya Pink Pat 'Davis Doll' HCC/AOS; Photographer: Ramon de los Santos 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/DIps/r/2k/vSr/6fgT0c/sIPGuM98DI/P/P
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS 

President: Russ Greene 

RussGreene@cox.net 

479-685-4265 

 
Visit www.oso-web.org  
and click the “Join” link 

Dues $10 individual, $15 joint 
 

Editor: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 

Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

479-286-6603 

 

A non-profit, educational 

organization stimulating interest in 

orchids and their culture. 

On the web at: 
www.oso-web.org 

Webmaster: Bruce Brown 

webmaster@oso-web.org 

On Facebook: 

 

@ 

http://www.facebook.com/pages

/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

 

Like us, post your pictures or 

comments, join the community! 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Ahead … 

 
February 17, 2019 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., 

Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Planning for our 

show & sale the 1st weekend 

in March 

 

March 1-3, 2019 

 

Botanical Garden of the 

Ozarks  

9th Annual “Orchids in the 

Garden” show & sale 

(No regular March meeting 

because of the show) 

 

April 14, 2019 (moved to 2nd 

Sunday to avoid Easter) 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: TBA 

 

 

 

 

Schoenorchis tixieri 
Photographer: Cathy Marak 

Cattleya Richard Stone (C. Circle of Life x C. coccinea) 
Photographer: Cathy Marak 

Bulbophyllum woelfliae 
Photographer: Cathy Marak 
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