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February News 

It’s Show time!!! Our 5th annual “Orchids in the Garden” show 

and sale, co-sponsored with the Botanical Garden of the Ozarks, will 
be just a few days after our February meeting – Friday, February 27th, 
through March 1. This is one of the big events of OSO’s year, and one 
where we need lots of help to make it successful.   
 
We’ll spend some time at our meeting this Sunday working on 
planning. Please consider when you could be available between 
Thursday, February 26th (when we do a lot of setup) and Sunday, 
March 1. We’ll need 
people to move plants, 
help our guests load 
and unload, man the 
sales tables, help with 
hospitality, and a host 
of other things. 
Whenever you can be 
available, we can 
probably use you! If 
you absolutely can’t 
come to the meeting, 
then please let any of 
the officers or Show 
Committtee know by 
phone or email when 
you can help. 
 
We also need your 
blooming orchids! 
Please look through 
your plants, see what 
will be blooming, 
groom them, and let us 
know at the meeting Sunday.  
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The Making of a Show Poster 

In September I could not have guessed that this year’s show poster would feature Blc. George King 

‘Serendipity’, the very same plant mentioned in the September newsletter. The show poster photo was taken 

in our greenhouse and, for those who were not with us in September, the plant is a division of the Larkin’s 

plant that was taken down from their greenhouse wall during the final sale of plants. (See pictures)  

Blc. George King is an awarded 

grex of Rlc. Buttercup and C. Bob 

Betts. (An interesting side note 

about Bob Betts was learned 

from a posting by David 

Toyoshima on the AOS Facebook 

page. One of Bob Betts parents is 

C. Bow Bells. Bow Bells is one of 

the most awarded cattleyas and 

named for the bells of St. Mary-

Le-Bow, a famous church in 

London. The original cross cannot 

be remade: the parent C. 

Suzanne Hye was lost at sea during WW2. A ship carrying the plant away from war-torn London to the safety of 

America was sunk by a U-boat torpedo.) 

George King ‘Serendipity’ received an AM/AOS of 82 in 1975 (George King ‘Southern Cross’ has been awarded 

an AM of 80 in 2002 and has a much whiter flower.) Numerous cultural merit awards have been given 

‘Serendipity’ including an award in 2004 for a plant with 37 blooms on 10 inflorescences. What a sight that 

must have been! 

George King has also been used in breeding. Tom 

Larkin registered a cross with Rlc. Little Toshie to 

make Rlc. First Lieutenant Roz Schulte. Some of 

you may have that plant. Fred Clarke, who will be 

our July speaker, has registered three crosses 

including one with Laelia anceps which he has 

named “Georgeceps.” And lastly, Alan Koch who 

will be our October speaker has registered four 

crosses, a couple are listed on his web site for 

sale (Rlc. Mark Koch and Rlc. Alison Koch). 

 

Cathy Marak 

 

[Editor’s note: for more on the history of C. Bow Bells, see: http://www.chadwickorchids.com/node/463 ] 

http://www.chadwickorchids.com/node/463
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January meeting pictures from Shari …. 
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More January meeting pictures …. 
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Orchid notes from around the Web and around the world 

This is a collection of miscellaneous items about orchids that have appeared in news feeds, newspapers, etc. 

Many of them came to my attention through the postings of Viateur Boutot to the OGD mailing list, so thanks 

to Viateur for passing them along.  

Chinese scientists have sequenced the genome of a species of vanilla orchid, Vanilla shenzhenica (accepted 
name V. somae). This is not a species cultivated for production of vanilla flavoring, but the information may be 
useful in future breeding efforts as well as for conservation: 
http://www.shanghaidaily.com/article/article_xinhua.aspx?id=268003 
 
Continuing the vanilla thread, here’s another article which also claims vanilla is the second most expensive 
spice, after saffron. But it’s possible that the real reason your editor included this link is the recipe for 
Chocolate, Vanilla, and Coconut Cookies ….. mmmm ….. http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/shelina-
permalloo/chocolate-vanilla-cookies_b_6643526.html  
 
Here’s a follow-up to a previously reported story about a “sky-blue” orchid, given the name Dendrobium 
azureum, from New Guinea, but which was found by a scientist looking at herbarium specimens. Note also the 
clever use of ultraviolet light mentioned in the orchid display at Kew: 
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/sky-blue-orchid-is-already-a-rare-beauty-deforestation-
threatens-its-very-existence-10034524.html  
 
The famous Corkscrew Swamp ghost orchids (Dendrophyllax lindenii) is blooming in February, half a year off 
from its normal flowering time: http://www.news-press.com/story/news/2015/02/06/corkscrews-famous-
ghost-orchid-blooms-season/23004939/ 
 
 
 
 
 

   

We are saddened to report the passing on January 4, 2015, of 

long-time OSO member Paul Jasper, and on January 1, 2015, of 

long-time Tulsa Orchid Society member, and proprietor of “Faith, 

Hope, and Orchids”, Darrin Mullins. 

Links to online memorials and obituaries: 

 

Paul Jasper 

 

Darrin Mullins 

 

 

http://www.shanghaidaily.com/article/article_xinhua.aspx?id=268003
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/shelina-permalloo/chocolate-vanilla-cookies_b_6643526.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/shelina-permalloo/chocolate-vanilla-cookies_b_6643526.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/sky-blue-orchid-is-already-a-rare-beauty-deforestation-threatens-its-very-existence-10034524.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/comment/sky-blue-orchid-is-already-a-rare-beauty-deforestation-threatens-its-very-existence-10034524.html
http://www.news-press.com/story/news/2015/02/06/corkscrews-famous-ghost-orchid-blooms-season/23004939/
http://www.news-press.com/story/news/2015/02/06/corkscrews-famous-ghost-orchid-blooms-season/23004939/
http://eptingfuneralhome.webs.com/obituariescondolences.htm#948177291
http://www.greenhillok.com/tribute/details/1099/Darrin_Hodgson_Mullins/obituary.html
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Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 

 
February 21, 2015 

Monthly Great Plains Judging Center meeting, Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas 
February 27, 2015 

OSO “Orchids in the Garden”, Botanical Garden of the Ozarks, Fayetteville, Arkansas 
March 7-8, 2015 

Greater Omaha Orchid Society Annual Show & Sale, Lauritzen Gardens, Omaha, Nebraska 
March 20-22, 2015 

The Orchid Society of Middle Tennessee “Capitol Orchid Show” and Mid-America Orchid Congress, 
Franklin Marriott, Franklin Tennessee 

March 21-22, 2015 
Springfield Orchid Society Show, Green County Botanical Center, Springfield, Missouri 

March 21-22, 2015 
Kansas Orchid Society Spring Show and Sale, Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Wichita, Kansas 

March 26-29, 2015 
SWROGA Spring Show, Central East Texas Orchid Society “Carnival of Orchids”, Tyler Rose Museum, 
Tyler, Texas 
 

 

 

Find OSO on  

Check out OSO’s Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

Like us, post your pictures or comments, join the community.  

We’re on the Web: http://www.oso-

web.org/  

Webmaster: Bruce Brown ( webmaster@oso-web.org ) 

 

Orchid Web Site of the Month: http://www.yonggee.name/ 
 

Our web site of the month is that of Brisbane, Australia based orchid photographer Gary Yong 
Gee. He has more than 30,000 slides and 35,000 digital orchid images and now has about 
6,000 of them online, showing more than 3,300 species in more than 460 genera. Check out 
his gallery. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-Ozarks/166606350108921
http://www.oso-web.org/
http://www.oso-web.org/
mailto:webmaster@oso-web.org
http://www.yonggee.name/
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A non-profit, educational organization 

stimulating interest in orchids and 

their culture. 

On the web at: 

www.oso-web.org 

Webmaster: Bruce Brown 

webmaster@oso-web.org 

On Facebook: 

 

Lois’s Musings! 

Today is Valentine’s Day and the 
Orchids magazine article 
promised all my Phals. would be 
in bloom.   IT LIED!   I’ve been 
reading the article to the Phals., 
setting the early blooming cats. 
on the cold concrete to slow 
them down, and have a heater on 
the slow bloomers to try to hurry 
them up.  I’m not sure anything is 
working, but I’m hopeful.  Even with all my whining, I’ll still have something to 
build a display with, albeit maybe a little smaller than I’d like; but so far the 
greenhouse has always come through for me.  Smaller setups just means we 
can have more displays!   
Plants that don’t bloom in time for our show will have plenty of opportunities 
at neighboring society shows we want to support.  There are lots of these 
coming up, and that gives us lots of chances to get our best blooms in front of 
a judge.  The traveling exhibit committee will be begging for your bloomers for 
the next two months, and everyone has always been very generous.  Thank 
you very much.  Last year we had a fantastic show, and with the amount of 
support and cooperation we always get from everyone, and all of Steve’s hard 
work,  I’d be willing to bet this year’s show will be just as good. 
 

Lois 

 

What’s Ahead …… 

February 22, 2015 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Preparations for our annual “Orchids 

in the Garden” show at BGO the following 

weekend.  

 

March 15, 2015  (note: 3rd Sunday!) 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Sarah Waddoups will talk about her 

trip to the 2014 World Orchid Conference in 

South Africa, plus … more Madagascar! 

 

April 26, 2015 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: TBA 
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