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 August News! 

August meeting is August 19th 
September 16th is our annual auction! 
Facebook – please like us if you haven’t, we’re over 1000! 
 
 

Beth & Doug Martin, Ecuador and the WOC Part I 
 
Most of you know our August speakers, Beth and Doug Martin. The 
Orchid Society of Greater Kansas City is their home society, but they 
are long-time members of OSO as well. Doug has done several 
programs for OSO on various topics and is the originator of the “how 
far would you go to see this orchid?” rating system for temperate 
terrestrial orchids, one of his favorite groups of orchids.  
 
The Martins went to the World Orchid Conference in Ecuador last fall 
and also spent some time looking at orchids in the wild. They saw so 
much that it won’t fit into one program so August is Part I, and Part II 
will be in November.  
 

OSO Annual Auction September 16th 

 
It’s already time for the OSO auction again! We have great plants on 
the way from several sources already and expect more. Please note 
the different meeting time and format: the auction preview will start 
at noon. The auction itself will start promptly at 1 pm, and will stop 
at 3:30 whether all entries have been sold or not. There will be a 15 
minute or so break about half-way through. There will not be a 
business meeting, program, or monthly judging. For hospitality, we’re 
looking for things people can eat while bidding (and that will 
encourage them to bid high!).  
 
Stay tuned, we’ll start sending out some item lists as we get them 
pulled together.  
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Judging notes … 

 
 
Judging notes from July 15, 2018 
 
Seven members entered a total of 26 plants for our July judging. Our Treasurer, and Exhibit expert Lois Geren’s 
nine plants took Plant of the Month (Den. Smilliae) and first place in Cymbidium, Small Cattleya, Dendrobium, 
Paphs, Vanda, and Species and Second in Miniature, and Thirds in Cattleya and Small Cattleya for a record 
breaking one-month total of 84 points. Russ Greene and Jim Enns’ four plants took First in Phalaenopsis and 
First Bloom, and Second in Species for a total of 25 points. Art Evans’ three plants took Seconds in Cattleya, 
Small Cattleya and Vanda for a total of 15 points. Cathy and Steve Marak’s four plants took First and Third in 
Miniature, and Third in Species for a total of 14 points.  Kathy Judy’s one plant took First in Misc. for a total of 
10 points. Paul Bowen’s four plants took Second and Third in Phalaenopsis, for a total of 7 points. Bradley 
Martin’s one plant took Third in Vanda for 2 points.  
 
Year to date points are: 

1. Kathy Judy at 172 
2. Lois Geren at 146 
3. Paul Bowen at 130 
4. Russ Greene/Jim Enns at 130 
5. Art Evans at 123 
6. Steve & Cathy Marak at 103  
7. Jack Heflin at 82 
8. Susie Miller at 64 
9. Bob Pettibone at 25  
10. Bradley Martin at 17 
11. Barb Sweet at 14 
12. Lisa Lames at 7 
13. Immy Graves at 5 
14. Liz Hillbrand at 2  

  
Thank You for bringing your blooming plants to share their beauty, special thanks to those who volunteer to 
participate in the judging each month.   
 

– Paul Bowen 

 

Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 
 
August 18, 2018 

Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 

September 8, 2018 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 
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September 15, 2018 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 

September 22, 2018 
Shreveport Orchid Society SWROGA, Randal T. Moore Center, Shreveport, Louisiana 

October 13, 2018 
Mid-America Judging Center monthly judging, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

October 20, 2018 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Beech Science Center, Southwestern College, Winfield, 
Kansas 

October 27-28, 2018 
Orchid Society of Greater Kansas City show “Spooktacular Orchids” & fall MAOC Hilton Garden Inn, 
Independence, Missouri 
 

 

Steve’s Musings! 
 

What a surprise, as I write this, to have it raining in NW Arkansas in mid-August! It’s not unheard of, but to get 
a good, slow, soaking rain now is unusual enough to open the back door and the front windows and enjoy that 
cool moist air!  
 
All the plants love it, outdoor and greenhouse. The “surprise lilies” that flower now (Lycoris, not orchids but in 
the Amaryllidaceae) are having a great year, in colors from white to yellow to pink to red. Native and non-
native thugs are working off their aggressions in the ditch where they can’t overwhelm the more delicate 
plants in the yard, the trees and grass are unstressed and looking good, and the hummingbirds seem even 
more busy than usual.  
 
In the greenhouse, plants are appreciating some cloudy days and cooler nights with higher humidity. Cathy has 
stayed busy photographing flowers, some normal for this time of year but others unusual.  
 
Whether this is a trend or not, I’m determined to enjoy it while I can! 
 
Steve 

 
 

 Cattleya forbesii, a small but very cute 
Brasilian species 

 

Photographer: Cathy Marak 
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Pictures from the July meeting … 
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More pictures from the July meeting ….  
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News from the AOS 

We thank the American Orchid Society for allowing us to use these items in our newsletter!  Even if you’re not 
an AOS member, there are lots of free resources available to everyone … and of course we encourage you to 
join. AOS membership includes digital access to “Orchids” magazine, including digital archives of more than 
350 issues dating back to 1932! 

CULTURAL SPOTLIGHT 

By Thomas Mirenda ~ Originally published in Orchids August 2007 

August: A Warming Trend: Modifying Care Plans to Deal with the Heat 
of Summer  

As the temperatures wax across North America this month, our 
productivity tends to wane. In August, most people, it seems, take off 
for someplace cooler, such as the beach, an air-conditioned mall or 
Antarctica. Hobbyists weren’t meant to swelter in 95-degree heat and, 
similarly, any orchids blooming this month tend to fade more quickly 
due to the high temperatures and light levels they receive. In August, 
it’s easy to imagine what the earth will be like if it continues its current 
warming trend. No one really knows, specifically, what global warming 
may wreak upon us. 

It is always my aim to make this column positive, uplifting and, 
occasionally, a bit inspiring, but the heat of August scares me as I 
imagine a future world where that might be the norm and I work 
harder than ever to keep my orchids and my garden from stressing out. 
My latest pet peeve is that the media is doing stories about the 
“positives" of global warming for gardeners, for example, that USDA 

zone 5 regions are having successes overwintering zone 7 plants. Don’t 
buy into this baloney and become complacent about the issue. As the 
world warms, many plants (and animals) that can't adapt or migrate 
quickly enough will no doubt go extinct. Distribution of rainfall and 
other environmental conditions will change unpredictably, with 
resulting parched forests, wilted jungles and swampy deserts. So, as we struggle to keep our collections cool this month, 
think about what we can personally do to slow down this warming trend and keep the world safe for our children and 
our beloved orchids. 

COOLING  Many intermediate- and cool-growing orchids have been feeling the stress of summer heat for more than a 
month, and signs of trouble, which can be slow to appear in orchids, are starting to reveal themselves. Stressed-out 
plants will often appear flaccid and limp or a blanched-out yellow-green color. Pleurothallids may even start dropping 
leaves when they overheat. Examine these plants carefully, above and below the pot. Often, all that is really necessary is 
to move the plant to a shadier, or cooler, spot in the growing area, but some are just not able to tolerate the heat for 
such a long period, especially when temperatures don't drop at night. Collections of portable miniatures can be brought 
into the air conditioning on such nights, but a large collection must be cooled with air flow, misting and increased shade. 
Make sure these stressed plants are properly potted and have any necrotic tissue removed; dead leaves and 
pseudobulbs are vectors for many pathogens. 

During the hot days of August, make sure 
correct temperatures are provided to all orchids 
including Masdevallia Setting Sun 'Free Spirit' 
AM/AOS; Photographer: Lynn O'Shaughnessy. 
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AILMENTS Hot weather can increase the reproduction of some of the worst pathogens in orchids. Erwinia bacterial rot 
can “melt” a phalaenopsis collection in just a few’ days. It is more important now than ever to observe plants daily and 
take corrective actions. While it’s tempting to drench your plants with water on hot days, constant watering and puddles 
of standing water on plants are vectors for these pathogens. On hot days, light misting combined with good airflow are 
the keys to keeping all your plants healthy. 

INSECTS Hot temperatures also translate into increased insect activity. Check any plants summering in the yard for 
insects. Ant colonies will often invade the coarse, airy medium in orchid pots. Plants in such pots often decline quickly 
due to the change in pH that happens when ants exude their waste around orchid roots. Myrmecophila (which means 
“ant lover" in Latin) thrive in such acidic conditions. In nature, they live symbolically with ant colonies inside their hollow 
pseudobulbs. Other orchids collapse under these conditions. In addition, ants farm out other insects, such as scale, 
aphids and mealybugs, carrying young insects throughout your collection and returning later to harvest their sweet 
exudates. In general, they cannot be tolerated 
in an orchid collection. Immediately repot any 
plants that look as if ants are living in them.  

FERTILIZING  Many lowland species are 
thriving now while the upland species are 
struggling. The warm-growing plants require 
copious watering and fertilizing and should be 
kept separate from cooler-growing plants. 
Take full advantage of the warm conditions 
for these plants. Vandas, ascocendas, many 
angraecums, standard and nobile-type 
dendrobiums, myrmecophilas and those 
laelias that used to be schomburgkias, 
encyclias, psychopsis, Cattleya violacea and 
Brassavola nodosa and its hybrids are among 

the orchids that are rapidly growing in the 
intense heat. Catasetums, cycnoches and 
their allies need fertilizer to fill their growing 
pseudobulbs. Stanhopeas, coryanthes and their ilk are producing their exotic pendulous spikes, filling the greenhouse 
with delicious aromas. Make sure you have a camera handy to capture images of their luscious but deliquescent blooms 
at their peak. — Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is an AOS 
accredited judge. He recently coauthored The Book of Orchids: A life-size guide to 600 species from around the world 
(email: biophiliak@gmail.com). 

UPCOMING WEBINARS 

It’s easy to find the scheduled webinars and to register on the AOS website.  You’ll find the link under the All About 
Orchids tab.  If you check there, you will find any webinars that have been scheduled after the production of the 
monthly Corner. 

American Orchid Society: Greenhouse Chat with Dr. Ron McHatton 
Wednesday, September 5th, 2018 @ 8:30 PM – 9:30 PM EDT        Open to all 

Please join Dr. Ron McHatton, American Orchid Society Director of Education and Science Officer, who will discuss a 
variety of topics on orchid culture based on questions submitted by attendees.  Please send your questions and pictures 
to greenhousechat@aos.org by September 2nd. 

Register now using this link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1589882111136018690  

Pleurothallis tribuloides 'Memoria Sasha Wilson' HCC/AOS; Photographer: 
Katie Payeur 

http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/xVkj/r/w7/vSr/61fFw7/vYCldHCvoG/P/P
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/xVkj/r/w7/vSr/61fFw7/vYCldHCvoG/P/P
mailto:greenhousechat@aos.org
http://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/xVkj/e/wI/vSr/61fFw7/6OTV1Ca2Uq/P/P
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Note: After registering, you will receive a confirmation e-mail containing information about joining the seminar. 

WHAT ARE WEBINARS?   Webinars are an 
Internet conference where you can hear the 
speaker and view his presentation, ask 
questions, and hear interactions from other 
members of the audience. You can join either on 
your computer or by phone. You can join from 
anywhere, via your Mac, PC or even your mobile 
device. Audio is included, so attendees can 
phone in or use VoIP (Voice over Internet 
Protocol). You will need a microphone for your 
computer to use VoIP. 

WANT TO LEARN, BUT CAN’T MAKE THE 
DATE?  The live webinars will be recorded and 
posted on the AOS website, where you will find a 
link allowing you to view the webinars at your 

convenience. 

 

THE AUGUST ISSUE OF ORCHIDS MAGAZINE features great articles and beautiful pictures on: 

•    Genus of the Month - Chinese Cypripediums 
•    For the Novice - Hydrogen Peroxide 
•    The New Refugium Botanicum -  Paphiopedilum glanduliferum 
•    Orchids of the Golden Land by Dino Zel 
•    A Few Habenaria Hybrids by Leon 
•    Australian and New Guinea Orchids in Cogniaux and Gossens Dictionary of Orchids 1896-1907 
•    Bulbophyllums - Spare the Knife by Bill Thoms 

 
ALSO FEATURED IN ORCHIDS MAGAZINE! 

16-page award gallery of breathtaking pictures of recently 
awarded orchids. 

 
RECENT ORCHID AWARDS PICTURES ON THE AOS WEBSITE: 

See fabulous pictures of the most breathtakingly beautiful 
orchids receiving awards from the AOS!  Visit the new “Latest 
Orchid Awards” page on the AOS website to enjoy these 
stunning photographs!  Click on the thumbnails to see them in 
larger format.  Free to members and non- members. 

 

  

Cattleya Sincomedia 'Gabriel Amaru' AM/AOS; 
Photographer: Glen Barfield 

Paphiopedilum Magic Lantern 'Georgie Girl' FCC/AOS; Photographer: 
Charles Marden Fitch 
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF THE OZARKS 

President: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 

Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

479-286-6603 

 
Visit www.oso-web.org  
and click the “Join” link 

Dues $10 individual, $15 joint 
 

Editor: Steve Marak 

3460 Roma Dr 

Springdale, AR 72762 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

479-286-6603 

 

A non-profit, educational 

organization stimulating interest in 

orchids and their culture. 

On the web at: 
www.oso-web.org 

Webmaster: Bruce Brown 

webmaster@oso-web.org 

On Facebook: 

 

@ 

http://www.facebook.com/pages

/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

 

Like us, post your pictures or co 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Ahead … 

 

August 19, 2018 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Beth & Doug Martin – Ecuador 

and the World Orchid Conference, Part I! 

(Part II in November.) 

 

September 16, 2018 

ANNUAL AUCTION!! Note times! 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Preview: noon 

Auction starts at: 1 pm 

 

October 21, 2018 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: TBA 

 

 

 

 

Habenaria rhodocheila 

Photographer: Cathy Marak 

Cynorkis flexuosa, one of 
the many Madagascan 
species in this terrestrial 
genus. As with many 
terrestrials, they have a 
distinct dormancy during 
which too much water can 
easily rot them.  

 

 
Photographer: Cathy Marak 
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