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April News 
Another month with lots to talk about – shows past, shows future, 
field trips, and our April meeting this Sunday.  
 
April meeting … our speaker this month is Bryon Rinke, who will talk 
about miniature orchids, a topic several people have requested. Bryon 
is an AOS judge, an accomplished grower with many awards, and has 
traveled far to see orchids in the wild. Bryon will also bring some 
orchids to sell, and you may also pre-order: check out the selection at  
http://www.sckans.edu/other/greenhouse/ and contact Bryon or Max 
via email at greenhouse@sckans.edu or phone at 620-229-6285.  
 
Award flash!  This is 
Paph. Cereal Killer 
‘Memoria Tom Larkin’ 
HCC/AOS (78 points). 
Kathy Judy’s plant was 
awarded this past 
weekend at the Tulsa 
Orchid Society Show & 
Sale. 
 
Since the last newsletter, 
OSO has exhibited at 
Springfield, Missouri, 
Tyler, Texas, and Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, and taken a 
trip to the Missouri 
Botanic Garden, so 
there are lots of pictures. OSO members did well, especially OSO 
President Lois Geren who won about everything she could have at 
Tyler! See pictures and write-ups below. As usual, many thanks to 
OSO members who contributed plants to all of these exhibits. There’s 
so much it won’t all fit into this newsletter, which pleases your editor 
immensely! 

  

O v e r t u r e s 
A Communications Instrument for Society Members and Other Interested Parties 

Volume XX Issue 4 

April 2015 

Stimulating interest in 

Orchids and their culture as 

a nonprofit, educational 

organization … 

The Orchid Society of the Ozarks meets 

the 4th Sunday of each month. Annual 

dues are $10.00 for individuals and 

$15.00 for joint membership.  

 

President: Lois Geren 

lgeren@uark.edu 

 

Vice-president: Shari Loftis 

loft@swbell.net 

 
Membership: Trudy Pickett 

butchandtrudy@cox.net 

 
Editor: Steve Marak 

samarak@gizmoworks.com 

 

 

What’s inside: 
  April News p. 1 
 Show & Trip Report p. 2 

Show & Trip Pictures p. 3 
Meeting Pictures p. 6 
Shows & Judgings p. 7 
WSOTM p. 7 

 Lois’s Musings p. 8 
 What’s Ahead p. 8 
 

Paph. Cereal Killer 'Memoria Tom Larkin' HCC/AOS 

http://www.sckans.edu/other/greenhouse/
mailto:greenhouse@sckans.edu
mailto:lgeren@uark.edu
mailto:loft@swbell.net
mailto:butchandtrudy@cox.net
mailto:samarak@gizmoworks.com


April 2015 Overtures – The Newsletter of the Orchid Society of the Ozarks 2 

OSO at the Missouri Botanic Garden 

On Friday, March 13, several OSO members braved the rain and turned up at the Missouri Botanic Garden in 
St. Louis. Our speaker from last October, Blanche “Babs” Wagner, who is the Orchid Collection Specialist there, 
kindly spent several hours of her day to show us around. Since the Garden’s orchid show was still in full swing 
and Babs had to coordinate the switching out of many plants every day, we really appreciate that she took this 
time for us.  
 
We got to see behind the scenes, into the orchid greenhouses, where there are plants that seldom if ever are 
seen in displays. Some of them have put roots deep into the ground and are so large they simply can’t be 
moved! The Garden’s collection of Vanilla species is particularly impressive, but there are many specimen 
plants across a wide range of the orchid family. There are also plants that have been with the Garden for longer 
than a human lifetime, still growing and blooming.  
 
There are two pages of pictures below, some from both the show and greenhouses. To keep you sharp, I’ve 
thrown in a couple of pictures of “companion plants” – non-orchids. You’ll also see a member of Bab’s “pest 
patrol” – the garden has introduced both day- and night-active geckos into the greenhouses as a way of 
eliminating insects without using insecticides.  
 

OSO at the Tyler, Texas SWROGA 

 

The weekend of March 26, the Central East Orchid Society held their “Carnival of Orchids” along with the 2015 

spring Southwest Regional Orchid Growers Association show. OSO President Lois Geren, aided by her orchid 

enabler husband Collis, put in an exhibit for OSO there, and clearly did an outstanding job! The highlight reel 

includes:  

2 “best grown in classes” awards 
1 “best flower in classes” award 
1st place tabletop society exhibit 

SWROGA exhibit award 
AOS show trophy (exhibit) 
AOS silver certificate, 85 points (exhibit) 

 
Congratulations, Lois! See pictures below. 
 

OSO Field Trip, maybe, this Saturday, April 25 
 
Why maybe? It depends on the weather and you know how Arkansas weather is, especially in the spring. One 
of the possible locations requires 4-wheel drive and depends on weather, and there’s rain in the forecast. That 
spot is near Hurricane Creek. The other possible location is near Hot Springs, so either trip would take most of 
the day, and you should plan on bringing lunch, water, and some hiking (but not miles, and the plan is to be 
back by dark). But these are both spectacular sites with lots of interesting native flora, including our native 
Kentucky Lady-slipper, Cypripedium kentuckiensis, and other native orchids too.  
 
Intrepid Orchidist Art Evans will lead the trip. Contact him at 479-787-5256 weekdays 9-5 (his office), or 479-
787-9966 evenings 6-9 at his home. The plan will be to meet at the IGA on South School in Fayetteville to work 
out car-pooling and such, but Art will have all the details.  
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Pictures from the Tyler, TX SWROGA from Lois Geren …. 

 



April 2015 Overtures – The Newsletter of the Orchid Society of the Ozarks 4 

Pictures from OSO at MoBot …  
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More pictures from OSO at MoBot … 
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March meeting pictures …. 
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Upcoming Shows & Judgings Around Our Region 

 
May 2-3, 2015 

Kansas City Orchid Show, Loose Park Garden Center, Kansas City, Missouri 
May 9, 2015 

Monthly Mid-America Judging Center meeting, Room 175, Commerce Bank Education Building, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, St. Louis, Missouri 

May 9-10, 2015 
Oklahoma Orchid Society’s “Annual Mother’s Day Show and Sale”, Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Center, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

May 15-17, 2015 
Memphis Orchid Society Show, Memphis Botanic Garden, Memphis, Tennessee 

May 16, 2015 
Great Plains Judging Center monthly judging, Southwestern College, Winfield, Kansas 

 

 

Find OSO on  

Check out OSO’s Facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Orchid-Society-of-the-

Ozarks/166606350108921 

Like us, post your pictures or comments, join the 

community.  

We’re on the Web: http://www.oso-web.org/  

Webmaster: Bruce Brown ( webmaster@oso-web.org ) 

 

Orchid Web Site of the Month:  
 
Our web site this month is the Smithsonian Institution, and includes a couple of links. The first has an article 

about orchids. I’m sure you all know these things, but look around on the page and you’ll see other orchid-

related links too: http://smithsonianscience.org/2015/02/5-crazy-things-didnt-know-orchids/ 

The second Smithsonian link isn’t orchid specific, but it’s fun. It’s the “Greenhouse Highlight”, formerly known 
as “Plant of the Week”, where each week some plant in the Smithsonian’s collection is discussed. The 
photography is extremely good: http://botany.si.edu/ghhighlight/index.html 
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Lois’s Musings! 

Another spring show season is 

nearing an end!  Whew!  Our own 

show was a lovely event (in my 

opinion) with a beautiful society 

exhibit.    We also had exhibits in 

Springfield, Mo.  and the 

SWROGA meeting in Tyler Tx., 

and now Tulsa (thanks to Cathy 

and Steve).  Due to the quality 

plants contributed by our members, OSO has been well represented in all the 

away shows  with lots of awards and ribbons.  Well done OSO.  Check the OSO 

facebook  and our monthly newsletter for pictures and accounts of awards.   

We can’t ease up just yet though, as Sarah has kindly volunteered to do the 

Kansas City show in May and will again be needing plant support.  More 

support for the shows of the our sister societies  means more support for our 

own events.  We all flourish together. 

It’s about time to be thinking about moving a few things outside for some 

summer R & R, if you have a nice shady spot.  I’m looking forward to easing the 

overcrowding in my greenhouse so that I can give it a good cleaning and get at 

all my plants so that they can also get a good cleaning and spraying.  Collis just 

got my swamp coolers up and running so that the things that I don’t want to 

risk out in the wilds of grasshopper land will have a little heat respite.  The two 

coolers will usually keep the greenhouse around 90 degrees.   I’m thinking that 

my dendrobiums  and cymbidiums will be the first out the door and the last to 

come in.  Everything is an experiment!  That’s why it never gets dull. 

Lois 

 

What’s Ahead …… 

April 26, 2015 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Bryon Rinke, AOS Judge & 

Pleurothallid expert on miniature orchids, 

a requested topic. 

 

May 17, 2015 (note 3rd Sunday!) 

 

NTI, 709 S. Old Missouri Rd., Springdale, 

AR 

Meeting: 1:30 

Program: Dr. Doug Martin, OSO & OSGKC member, talks to us about native 

orchids, another requested topic. 
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